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We are Godôs children called to seek, share, teach, and continue to experience the Word of God. 
 

 
 

ñAdvent and the Great Pumpkinò 
 
It was Linus, the good friend of Charlie Brown, who gave us Halloweenôs first 
great hero. Recognizing the Halloween had no central character as other 
holidays do, Linus began to preach the gospel of the Great Pumpkin.  
 
The story is simple. Each year on Halloween night the Great Pumpkin rises 
out of the pumpkin patch he believes to be the most sincere. From there, he 
flies through the air and distributes toys to all the girls and boys of the world. 
This is something Linus firmly believes. Each year when all his friends and 
his sister go trick-or-treating, Linus gives up all that candy to sit in the 
pumpkin patch all night and wait for the Great Pumpkin.  
 
However, the Great Pumpkin has never come! For over 60 years we have 
watched Linus be disappointed year after year. How sad. The only thing that 
could possibly be sadder is if the Great Pumpkin finally came and Linus 
somehow missed it.  
 
The great Halloween fable that Charles Schultz gave us is not unlike the story 
of Israelôs Messiah. For centuries the Old Testament prophets foretold the 
coming of a great Savior, who would set the world free from bondage and 
death. But when he finally came, many missed it because he was not what 
they expected. They expected power and glory, but he came in humility. They 
expected him to come as a king, but he came as a servant. They expected a 
political kingdom, but he came to establish a spiritual kingdom. Jesus Christ 
perfectly fulfilled all the Old Testament prophecies, but he did so in ways 
that were completely unexpected. 
  
Do we understand that the Messiah, Jesus the Christ, has come? We no 
longer have to wait for God to reach out to us. We no longer need to seek 
salvation through human means. Jesus, Godôs Messiah, has brought 
salvation to all who will receive it! We can finally come in from the pumpkin 
patch! 
 
This Advent and Christmas season, as the spirit of Christ comes to us once 
again, I pray that you will remember the Messiah who came 2,000 years ago. 
It is in Christ alone that the life of God and the power of the Spirit is found. 
And even as he came unexpectedly so long ago, he might just take us off 
guard today! Godôs truth, a fresh encounter with the Holy One, may come 
from the most unexpected places ï from a person I disagree with, from a 
child, from a painful ex perience, or even (for some of us) from the organized 
church! Yes, God has come to us in Jesus, and God still comes to us today. 
May we recognize Godôs coming this holiday season.   - Rev. Jeremy 

   

 
 

Sunday, December 5 
10:00 a.m. 
Worship with Communion 
Light the Candle of Peace 
 

Sunday, December 12 
10:00 a.m. 
Worship / Cantata 
Light the Candle of Joy 
 

Sunday, December 19 
9:15 a.m.  
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tŀƎŜŀƴǘ 
 

10:00 a.m. 
Worship 
Light the Candle of Love 
 

7:00 p.m. ς 8:00 p.m. 
Drive Thru Candlelight 
Communion 
 

Friday, December 24 
4:00 p.m.  
Candlelight Communion 
Service 
Light the Christ Candle  
 

11:00 p.m.  
Candlelight Communion 
Service 
Light the Christ Candle 
 

Saturday, December 25 
9:00 a.m. 
Worship with Communion 
 

Sunday, December 26 
10:00 a.m. 
Worship 
*********************  

Reflections every Monday 
morning at 10:00.  Meet in 
the Parlor.  
 

 



  Totenfest: A Service of Remembrance  
  

On Sunday, November 21, we celebrated Totenfest, the day on which we pause to remember those who 
have died in the last year.  Please keep these friends and family in your prayers. 

 
 

Mark Haynes 
Jay Milton 

Kathleen ñKathyò Rasberry 
Shirley Newman 

Dorothy ñDottieò McCoy 
Laura Muench 

Daune Hamann 
Roger Long 

Barbara Erickson 
Robert Suhre 

Kenneth ñKOò Mesle II 
Lois ñBertò Simmons 

Edwards Charles Sanders 
Katherine Koch 

Lester ñMuttò Gentry 
Ramona Haislar 

 

********************************************************************************************************** 

Acknowledgment of Honorariums  
 

December, 2020 ï November, 2021 
 

********************************************************************************************************** 

Larry & Judy Henschen 50th Wedding Anniversary    Salem Memorial Fund  

Brian & Jill Verson 25th Wedding Anniversary     Salem Memorial Fund  

Rick Porter          Salem Memorial Fund  

Olin & Betty Zweck 60th Wedding Anniversary     Salem Memorial Fund  

********************************************************************************************************** 

 

Acknowledgment of  

Honorariums of Remembrance  
 

December, 2020 ï November, 2021 
 

********************************************************************************************************** 

Ed & Martha Abert    Salem Memorial Fund  

Donald Beshears    Salem Memorial Fund 

Chuck Bloemker    Salem Memorial Fund 

Carl & May Hosto     Salem Endowment Fund 

Elmer & Roberta Korsmeyer     Salem Endowment Fund 

Henry & Frances Korsmeyer    Salem Endowment Fund 

Danny Lee Reinhardt    Salem Building Fund 

The Families of Steve & Leanne Satterthwaite    Hitz Home Landscaping 

********************************************************************************************************** 



 

Acknowledgment of Gifts & Memorials  
 

December, 2020 ï November, 2021 
 

********************************************************************************************************** 

Lester ñMuttò Gentry         Salem Memorial Fund 

           Salem Building Fund 

Katherine Koch         Salem Memorial Fund 

Roger Long          Salem Memorial Fund 

Kenneth ñKOò Mesle II        Salem Memorial Fund 

Laura Muench         Salem Mission Fund 

Darren Simmons         Salem Memorial Fund 

Wilma Sander         Handbells Bell Tree 

Robert Suhre          Salem Memorial Fund 

********************************************************************************************************** 

Acknowledgment of Gifts  

Through Undesignated Memorials  
 

December, 2020 ï November, 2021 
 

********************************************************************************************************** 

Office Laptop 

Youth Refrigerator 

********************************************************************************************************** 

  

Drive -thru Candlelight 
Communion  

with carols and Scripture  

Sunday, December 19, 2021  
7:00 ð 8:00 p.m.  

 



ά¢ƘŜ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ¢Ƙŀǘ bŜǾŜǊ 9ƴŘǎέ 
Read the Gospel of John, Chapter One 

 
We look with great anticipation towards celebrations, seeking the coming and visits of special guests. In our 
grand desires, surely we want a celebration that never ends!  Never is there so high a guest as Christ, our Lord, 
and this is a celebration that lasts forever! Friends, the reason for jubilation is already here.  Do we not recognize 
it? We look toward Christmas with the great expectation of the coming of Christ, even knowing the coming was 
long ago. In truth, as we wait for Christ now, we wait for Christ with Christ, even as we journey towards Christ 
with Christ to be received in Christ. The preceding sentence may be confusing in the mystery of God; it is true! 
Therefore, άǿŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƭƛǾŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦέ ¸ŜǎΣ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƛƎƘ, holy day each year, but Christ never leaves 
and is with us on the journey today! As you read this, Christ is with you.  As you read this, Christ is coming to 
you. You and I are in the midst of an everlasting celebration, yŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƛǘΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ 
of the GƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ ǊŜŀŘǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ IƛƳΣ Iƛǎ ƻǿƴ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ IƛƳΦέ ²ƻŜ ǳƴǘƻ 
me if I do not celebrate this day! As I write, it is November 13. It is not December 25, but woe unto me if I do 
not celebrate my Savior today. The world has busied itself with all matter of pride, power, and possession, far 
too busy to receive our Savior. Bethlehem is a historic place, a small village where the Son of Man has come, 
God in human flesh. There was not room for Christ in Bethlehem. Is there room in our hearts? Our hearts have 
their own Bethlehem; each moment is the coming of Christ! How will we receive Christ in this very moment? 
Not when only we get to our prayer chamber? Even now, how am I celebrating Christ? Many folks ask me if I 
am excited to retire. The answer is yes, but how is it different from today? Is that asking if I will be enjoying life 
more than now, when all is a celebration! This is the celebration; may we not miss one moment! There is no 
time when Christ is not here, no time when He is not coming! This world is a troubling place, and it needs our 
care at every turn. Our perfect care of our world is woven into our continual receiving of Christ. Suppose we are 
called to a place of need. It is not out of our own wits that we provide, but out of provision and guidance with 
ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΗ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ άōŜǎǘ ƳŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǎ L ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΗ ¢ƘŜ 
same is true for each of us. We have all heard stories of how the turkey was too dry. The guest told a story that 
was troubling, and for a person at the party, it seemed to ruin the celebration. God has spoken; this celebration 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜΗ ¢ƘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ Ǌǳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴΗ aŀȅ ǿŜ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛŦǘ ǳǇ our heart, mind, soul, all of our being, in 
the midst of the trials of the world, as we celebrate Christ all the more! Jesus, whom we wait with and for, is 
putting all things right with us, through us, and for us! Whatever befalls us, may we yet and ever celebrate 
Christ! Christ is with us! Celebrate always!    -- Pastor John 
 

 

*** Pastor John will be on sabbatical November 1, 2021, through 
January 31, 2022.   Upon his return, he will begin his new call of 
Visitation Pastor.   We wish him peace and spiritual refreshment during 
his sabbatical.  * **  
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

  

 

After nearly 35 years, Pastor John Mindrup is 

retiring from the Village of Alhambra. 

 

Please stop by the Village Hall on Sunday, 

December 5, 2021, between 1:00 p.m. ð 4:00 p.m. 

to wish him well.  All are welcome! 



Godôs Impeccable Timing 
  

I want to share something about my life with you that many of you may or may not know. I am terrible at planning my time! 

Sometimes, I am ahead of the game, getting what I need done way in advance. I get that from my grandma. But then, there 

are times where itôs the 11th hour and I am still nowhere close to being done. Like every time I have to pack for any trip. 

When it comes time to plan major life events, I just donôt want to do it! I get so overwhelmed with overthinking every single 

detail that it is almost impossible for me to plan anything. So, I just got married, right? So, what comes next? Baby. But, 

trying to plan the best time to have a baby is nearly impossible for a teacher with a summer job. I donôt want to miss school, 

but I have so many trips planned over the summer that I donôt want to miss. AND, I already have a 30th birthday plan. AND 

I want to finish my masterôs degree first. We talked about putting it off for another year until everything was just right. 

EEK!  
  

After countless conversations with Jeremy, I was at a loss. Until 

church one Sunday in August when Pastor John was preaching. 

His sermon was about trusting the unknown. Having faith in what 

we believe in, whether we can see it or not. So much of what God 

does for us in our lives is unimaginable and canôt be explained. 

Yet, we still have faith and trust that everything will all work out. 

I quickly drove home after church to tell Jeremy what the sermon 

was about.  
  

The truth is, no matter how hard we try to plan our lives out, it 

isnôt ever going to go perfectly or be timed just right. Only God 

can make that happen. God has a plan for each of us and knows 

the perfect time for every event, good or bad, that happens in our 

lives. We just have to learn to trust him and let him guide our 

plans. Let me tell you, once we decided to trust Godôs timing, 

things just fell into place. Our baby (Tater Tot as we are calling 

it) is due June 2nd...how perfect for a teacherôs schedule! Yet, 

early enough in the summer that I can still run Exhale Mission 

Trip later in the summer. God knew when the best time for a life-

changing event in my life was! I should never have doubted him. 

Once I got out of Godôs way, his impeccable timing and planning 

lined everything out. After all, he knows where I am going, where 

I have been, where I need to be right now, who I will meet in life, 

what I will doé. everything. So why wouldnôt he know the best 

timing for a new addition to our family?  
  

Exhale December Schedule 

Wednesday, December 1 - High School Family Dinner 

Sunday, December 5 - Exhale 6-7:30 

Wednesday, December 8 - High School Hangout 

Sunday, December 12 - Exhale Gift Wrapping  

                                       Fundraiser 6-7:30 (see flyer) 

Wednesday, December 15 - High School Hangout 

Sunday, December 19 - Exhale Christmas Party 5-6:30 

No Exhale or High School Hangout between 12/22/21 - 1/2/22 
  

Thank you! 

Thank you to all who helped with the Exhale Scavenger Hunt! 

Whether you were a parent driver or a house to stop at, you are much appreciated! The kids had a blast, and we were able 

to collect a lot of items for the Food Baskets! Thank you!  
  

Also, THANK YOU to all that came out to Turkeyfest to support our Exhale youth group and their mission trip fundraising. 

Our summer mission trips would not be possible without the support of our congregation, so we are truly grateful for your 

role in making our trips possible! 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Becca is in need of a ton of Christmas cards! All colors, designs, themes. She needs them for the Exhale Christmas 
Party and her students at school that write Christmas letters to nursing home residents. If you have any Christmas 
cards you wish to part with, please leave them in Becca's office. Thank you so much! :)  

 
 
Exhale Gift Wrapping  
Need help wrapping gifts? Exhale can help! We 
will be wrapping presents for any congregation 
members who need or want help on December 12th. 
Simply label who the presents are to and from and 
drop them off at Salem before 6pm on the 12th. You 
can bring your own wrapping paper or let Exhale 
decide the paper. If you are interested or have any 
questions, please call, text, or email 
Becca. rjbraundmeier@gmail.com or 618-520-0185.  

 

 

 

mailto:rjbraundmeier@gmail.com


 

 

Hello Salem Youth, join us for Echo the Story! 

High school youth will explore and experience the 

biblical narrative through storytelling, creative 

reflection, and dialogue. 

 

Come discover a new way to tell our faith story 

through Bible storying. Echo the Story, our new 

youth Bible study, offers something for everyone - 

reading, journaling, sketching, listening, and conversing. 

 

Weôre excited to introduce our youth to the Bible in a new way with Echo the Story, a 

Bible study designed just for that age group! They will use storytelling, creative 

reflection, and dialogue to experience the biblical narrative. 

 

 

Join us on Remind 

https://www.remind.com/join/salemyss - or - 

Send a text: Text @salemyss to 81010  
 

Iôm excited to experience this study with all of 

you! - Patrick Stille 

 

 
 

************************************************************************  

Welcome Our New est  Members   
October 24, 2021 

 
 

From left to right:  Richard Suhre, Jerry (Jay) Prott, Colby Reilson, Amy Rogier 
Not pictured:  Olivia Reilson, Betty Zarges  

 

 

https://www.remind.com/join/salemyss
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Giving Doll Mission  
Eighteen giving dolls were delivered to Kindercottage in East St. Louis.   
Brenda Crisp was happy to receive them.   
 
Since the beginning of The Giving Doll at Salem in September of 2020, 
nearly 200 dolls have been donated to Childrenôs Hospital in St. Louis,  
BJC Hospital in OôFallon and Belleville, Rankin Jordan Pediatric Hospital  
in St. Louis, Ronald McDonald House in St. Louis, His Kids in Highland,  
Relevant Pregnancy Care in Highland, Kindercottage in East St. Louis,  
a homeless shelter in Springfield and several individuals.  
  
The mission of the Giving Doll at Salem is to give faith, love, hope, joy, 
and comfort to a child during a special time.  We do this by making cloth dolls and giving them to 
children in need.  The dolls are of different skin tones, with yarn hair, both boys and girls.  The girls 
are dressed in dresses and bloomers with aprons.  The boys are dressed in pants and a shirt.  
Both also have a blanket and a bag.   
 

We have a faith group of 15+ volunteers who meet in the fellowship hall 
basement on the third Monday evening of the month from 6 to 9 pm (There 
is no meeting in December and July.)   Anyone interested in joining our 
group is welcome to join us.  If anyone knows of an individual or group who 
would like dolls, please contact the church office or Becky Debatin at  
618-960-6240.  Donations of yarn to be used for hair would be greatly 
appreciated.     

 

Have a mission idea?   

Have mission ideas that the whole church could get involved with? The Mission Committee is open 
to all ideas!     Rebecca Resillez, Jill Verson, Joye Brase, Dennis Conrad, Council Rep Krista 
Mansholt  
 

 
HighlandΧ Highland Area Christian Ministry 
(HACSM) needs cereal/oatmeal and peaches/fruit 
cocktail 
 

HamelΧ Hamel Food pantry needs canned corn and 
green beans, canned fruits, syrup, sugar, flour, pie 
filling, tomato paste, shampoo, dish detergent, rice, 
coffee, evaporated milk, baked beans, laundry 
detergent, mashed potato mix, empty egg cartons  

 

 

 

 

 

2021 MESSENGER BOX SCORE 

 Oct. YTD 

GENERAL FUND   

Offering - $22,985 $235,840 

Expenses - $25,660 $221,254 

Difference - $(2,675) $14,586 

   
Other Income i.e., 
facilities rental, etc. $10 $4,941 

Net change-Operations $(2,665) $19,527 

   

BENEVOLENCE   

OCWM - $175 $3,635 

Other Benevolence - $977 $9,858 

Total - $1,152 $13,493 
 

 

    



  



SALEM CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES ï November 11, 2021 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Betty Imboden, Justin Bonnell, Nancy Zweck, Dave Scheldt, Patti Reckmann, 
Krista Mansholt, Shane Stille, Steve Roper, Donna Yates, Jim Annable, and Rev. Jeremy. 
 
Ex Officio - Kerri Reilson 
 
CALL TO ORDER, by President Betty Imboden at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Justin Bonnell led us in devotion with a story about honoring and remembering veterans. 
 
The Church Council meeting minutes of October 14, 2021, were approved as printed. 
 
The Treasurerôs Report was approved as printed and filed for audit. 
 
OUTSTANDING BILLS:  Motion by Steve Roper, 2nd by Krista Mansholt to pay the outstanding bills as 
presented.  Motion carried. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS were reviewed and approved as printed. 
 
PRESIDENTôS REPORT:  Reviewed communion and counting schedule.  Crisis Management Training 
was well attended with 30 people.  Illinois South Conference Annual Meeting via zoom was great, as was 
the Ecclesiastes meeting.  Received a free AED through the Greg Holthaus Foundation. 
 
PASTORôS REPORT:  Confirmation going well with 11 students.  World Religion is also an interest for the 
Adults so will work on lessons for them also.  The sermon series seems to be helpful to folks.  Nominating 
committee has most slots filled.  Attendance and offering seem to be increasing.   
 
OFFICE COORDINATORôS REPORT:  Ministerial Alliance work and advent preparation this month.  
Continue to work with Becca on updating the webpage. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  Progressing with boiler repairs and satisfying 
insurance company.  Insurance appraisal on site is complete.  Investment 
Planning Committee has met several times and will have draft for 
December Council meeting.  Window washing will probably happen next 
spring.  Nursery update going well.  Education building committees working 
up a budget to be turned into a proposal at the Annual meeting.  Next year 
is the 50th Anniversary of the Educational Building.  Following through with 
security protocol, motion by Steve Roper, 2nd by Jim Annable to rekey the 
office doors with access only for staff and executive Council.  Will also have 
a small copier available for public use.  Motion carried.   
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Rev Jeremy read us the Christmas Schedule letter.  
Advent theme this year is Christmas Carole by Charles Dickens. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  Received from HIS Kids and UniPress 
Kindercottage. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Motion by Patti Reckmann, 2nd by Krista Mansholt to 
adjourn meeting at 8:10 pm.  Motion carried then we ended with the Lordôs 
Prayer. 
 
The next meeting will be Thursday, December 9, 2021, at 7:00 pm. 
 

 

2021 SALEM  

CHURCH COUNCIL: 

President Betty Imboden 

Vice-Pres Steve Roper 

Secretary Sharon Capstick 

Treasurer David Scheldt 

Financial Secôy Shane Stille 

Nancy Zweck 

Jim Annable 

Patti Reckmann 

Josh Gillison 

Krista Mansholt 

Justin Bonnell 

Donna Yates 

 
Pastor/Parish Committee 

Mike Kuhn 

Donna Merkle  

Carol Reckman 

 
Personnel Relations 

Committee 
Dagmar Annable 

Rachel Finley 
Ron Schmidt  



Mission Committee Meeting ï October 25, 2021 
In attendance: Rebecca Resillez, Jill Verson, Krista Mansholt.  Hitz Home Landscaping Project:  $825 
donation.  Looking at second Saturday April ï October for all churches to volunteer to ñspruce up Hitzò.  
Paper drive for Kindercottage went very well and we received a thank you from Brenda Crisp.  The collection 
box was passed over to Grantfork UCC.  Dunk tank raised $57 for food pantries.  Toy Barrel is in 
passageway for toy collections.  No meeting scheduled for December. 
****************************************************************************** ******************************  

 
Evangelism/Worship Committee Meeting ï November 2, 2021 
In attendance: Kathy Porter, Richelle Braundmeier, Verna Gilley, Anita Cain, JoAnn Brase, Dawn Reinhart, 
Kaye James, and Rev. Jeremy.  Rev. Jeremyôs devotion was from an article from John Egerton titled ñA 
Real Pickleò. The October 5, 2021, minutes were reviewed and approved.  The expense report was 
reviewed.  An added expense for this year will be the Live Nativity expenses.  Worship attendance was 
reviewed.  The Christmas cantata will be during worship on December 12.  Sunday School Christmas 
program will be at 9:15 a.m. on December 19, followed by worship.  The Live Nativity will be on December 
19 from 7-8 p.m.  Christmas Eve worship at 4:00 with altar communion and 11:00 with pew communion.  
Christmas day worship at 9:00 with altar communion.  Discussed how follow-ups were being done for visitors 
who sign the guest book or fill out a visitor card. Kerri keeps track of those and sends out post cards.  
College and military members are reached out to by Patty Uhe.  Rev. Jeremy thanked us for our help in 
making Rally Day successful.  Heôs performed two weddings and two funerals since his last attended 
meeting.  Confirmation class has started. Eleven studentséseven first year and four second- year. They 
are currently studying World Faiths.  Totenfest will be November 21 with 16 people being remembered this 
year. Advent theme will be A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens.  Dawnôs last music purchase was not on 
the expense report.  All three pianos are getting tuned. All exterior doors need to be locked during church 
service. One hospitality member needs to lock all exterior doors 5 minutes after service begins and sit in 
the Narthex during the service.  Hanging of the Greens will be November 27 at 8:30 a.m.  Meeting adjourned 
with the Lordôs Prayer.  Next meeting is December 7, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. 
************************************************************************************************************  

 
Board of Christian Education Committee Meeting ï November 4, 2021 
Patty Uhe called the November 2021 meeting of the Board of Christian Education to order with 8 members 
present. Those in attendance were Paige Basler, Sharyn Gieseking, Ronald Mindrup, Mary Reinhardt, Emily 
Uhe, Lorene Uhe, Patty Uhe, and Rev. Jeremy. Rev. Jeremy led us in a devotion and a prayer.  Patty Uhe 
reported that in September, Preschool through 6th Grade averaged 15 out of 31 students, 1st Year 
Confirmation and 2nd Year Confirmation averaged 8 out of 10 students, the Youth averaged 0 out of 17 
students, and the Adults averaged 10 out of 15 students. The Board of Christian Education discussed 
offering a second adult class. The offering brought in through Sunday School will continue to go towards 
mission.  The Scavenger Hunt for the Food Baskets will be on November 7, and the Turkeyfest will be on 
November 21.  Rev. Jeremy reported that Confirmation is learning about World Religions. Rev. Jeremy 
stated that there are 11 students in Confirmation.  The Holiday Food Baskets Committee reported that they 
are currently receiving names for food baskets.  The Christmas Program Committee reported the Christmas 
Program will be on Sunday, December 19 at 9:15.  The Board of Christian Education closed with the Lordôs 
Prayer.  Submitted by Emily Uhe 
************************************************************************************************************  

 
Historical Committee Meeting ï November 7, 2021 
The November 2021 Historical Committeeôs November meeting was held on Sunday, the 7th, at 11:00 a.m. 
Members in attendance:  Larry McGee (Co-Chair), Jayne Korsmeyer Roper (Co-Chair), LaVerne Bloemker, 
Anita Cain, Delmar Korsmeyer, Theresa Piskackova (via live video call from the Czech Republic), and Patty 
Uhe. The meeting opened with The Lordôs Prayer being recited in unison. Patty Uhe reported that The Board 
of Christian Education donated more old books from the Sunday School rooms. Remaining items will be 
added to our historical collection or given to families to whom the books belonged. Theresa Piskackova 
volunteered to research fireproof safes. She said that though cannot be in actual attendance for meetings 
due to living so far away, she can do research. Theresa reported that she looked for safes that were no 
further away than the St. Louis area. She priced cabinets with drawers, approximately 30 to 36 inches wide, 
five feet high, and 15 to 20 inches deep. Most are fireproof and water resistant. Most will withstand an 
external temperature of 1500 degrees for no more than an hour. These conditions will not protect digital 



material though. Prices are in the $6000 range, with sales around $3000. This is pretty much standard. 
There are cabinets that will withstand higher temperatures and for longer periods of time, but at higher 
prices. Theresa asked if we would like her to research other parameters for cabinets. Jayne asked that she 
also look into gun safes. This type of cabinet has a main door that opens, with shelves inside, as opposed 
to drawers. Delmar suggested getting a large cabinet while we are making the purchase, as we have a lot 
of material to put in it. Jayne agreed. With respect to keeping digital copies of information and photos, 
Theresa suggested keeping the digital files in replicate on external hard drives, perhaps two copies. Theresa 
also advised keeping a copy in ñthe cloudò, the cloud being storage that is offsite through the internet. This 
will allow for recovery of files in case the external hard drives are damaged or inaccessible. Keeping data 
in ñthe cloudò is a common and reliable way of saving data today. The Historical Committee currently has a 
safety deposit box in Alhambra, at the Bank of Hillsboro. It is paid by Kenny Gehrig, founder of the Salem 
Historical Committee. Kenny and LaVerne are on the signature card. Larry and Jayne, Co-Chairs, will be 
added to the signature card. Our longtime and very dedicated Historical Committee member, Shirley Olsen, 
is in our prayers; as, she recently fell. LaVerne will send her a card from our committee. The upcoming 
Christmas Exhibit for the Historical Display Cabinet in the Passageway was discussed. Delmar brought 
Historical Christmas ornaments and antique Christmas postcards from his personal collections, Larry 
McGee brought a Salem ornament and Christmas card from years past. LaVerne Bloemker would like to 
keep the display to local pictures, as much as possible. Remaining members like the idea of including some 
of these items, in order to make the display festive. Delmar Korsmeyer, Anita Cain, and Patty Uhe have 
nativity scenes that can be used. There will not be a December meeting. Our next meeting will be in January, 
on our regular meeting day of the third Sunday of the month, January 16, 2022, at 11:00 a.m. immediately 
following the church service, in the Historical Room.  We will meet on Tuesday, November 9th, to work on 
the Christmas Display. We plan to have the display up before the first Sunday of Advent, November 28th. 
Our meeting closed with a prayer by Anita Cain. We included dear Shirley in our prayers.  
ï Jayne Korsmeyer Roper, Co-Chair 
*********************************************************************************** *************************  

 
Property Committee Meeting ï November 8, 2021 
Have electricity in mower shed now. Solar panel installed.  Boilers are being worked on to get up to code. 
Have one running and working on other one to be running soon.  Waiting on windows to be washed.  Curtain 
on stage does not open or close by rope. (Repaired now).  Door on southwest Sunday school room had 
loose hinges (ok now).  Was asked about blowing insulation in between walls that separate gathering room 
and next classroom to reduce noise. Have several options ï making phone calls to get best option and 
prices for either blow in insulation or insulated panel to put up.  Womenôs restroom in upstairs Parish Hall 
had a bad flapper and flush handles (replaced both).  Christian flag on flagpole needs replaced.  Changed 
time on all clocks.  Need to change batteries in smoke detectors.  Keeping budget for Property the same - 
$12,000.  Need handle on east door in flower room going outside.  Carpet is in for offices. Must schedule a 
time for installation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Salem UCC Treasurer's Report 

Month ending October 31, 2021 

     

  Current Activity  YTD Activity 

Beginning General Fund Balance  119,408.48   96,439.69  

Offering-Loose                 11,251.00                110,321.92  

Offering-Envelopes                   7,346.00                  75,146.00  

Offering-On line receipts                   4,387.79                  50,372.31  

Facility Use Donations                                -                      3,200.00  

Miscellaneous Receipts                                -                      1,617.01  

Interest Income-General Fund                         10.52                        124.52  

Benevolence Received                   1,151.81                  13,493.14  

Total General Fund Income  24,147.12   254,274.90  

     

Salaries                 10,279.49                104,380.20  

Employee Benefits                   3,295.36                  33,138.27  

Maintenance/Property Services                       610.60                    5,277.41  

Contractual Custodial/Grounds                   1,025.00                  10,250.00  

Insurance                   4,426.50                  19,529.00  

Utilities                   1,421.73                  17,742.46  

Supplies-General                       586.26                    7,706.26  

Professional Expense                         89.15                    2,437.63  

Miscellaneous                                -                          913.54  

Worship                       180.25                    1,977.50  

Christian Education                       365.83                    1,055.45  

Evangelism                                -                          223.79  

Rally Day                       213.36                    3,027.47  

Historical Committee                   3,097.50                    3,317.11  

Stewardship                         69.48                        987.10  

Pastoral Care                                -                          291.27  

Benevolence Paid                                -                    11,565.04  

Transfer to Reserve Fund                                -                      9,000.00  

Total General Fund Expenses  25,660.51   232,819.50  

     

Ending General Fund Balance   $         117,895.09    $         117,895.09  

     

Beginning Memorial Fund Balance  12,576.87   13,505.91  

Memorials received  1,095.00  3,564.84 

Honorariums received                                -                          160.00  

Miscellaneous Receipts                           30.00  

     

Memorial Fund Expense:     

Memorials-Worship                        -                   (419.00) 
Miscellaneous-Office Coord laptop    (2,384.38) 

Miscellaneous-Youth program refrigerator                                -     (785.50) 

Ending Memorial Fund Balance   $            13,671.87    $            13,671.87  

     

Building Fund Balance  38,840.54   37,970.54  

Building Fund Offering  580.00                   5,830.00  

Memorials received                                -                          350.00  

     

Building Fund Expense:     

PH-roof repair; Sausage House roof replace                                -                     (4,730.00) 

Ending Building Fund Balance   $            39,420.54    $            39,420.54  

     

Sabbatical Fund Balance  13,086.30   13,086.30  

  no activity     

     

Endowment Fund Beginning Balance  63,015.06   62,710.34  

Memorials-Endowment Fund    300.00  

Interest Income                           2.15   6.87  

Ending Endowment Fund Balance   $            63,017.21    $            63,017.21  



  Current Activity  YTD Activity 

     

Beginning Investment Fund Balance  87,937.01   91,280.98  

Change in Market Value                           2.99                      (340.98) 

Scholarships paid                                -     (3,000.00) 

Ending Investment Fund Balance   $            87,940.00    $            87,940.00  

     

Beginning Mission Fund Balance  135,846.02   125,172.53  

Change in Market Value                           4.41                    6,902.12  

Donations-mission projects                                -                      2,491.75  

Memorials Received                        -                      2,862.64  

     
Mission Fund Disbursements:     

Mission Donation (H.I.S. Kids)                        -     (500.00) 

Mission Projects                                -                     (1,078.61) 

Ending Mission Fund Balance   $         135,850.43    $         135,850.43  

     

Beginning Reserve Fund Balance  31,744.75   22,557.79  

Interest Income-Reserve Fund                         18.38                        205.34  

Transfer from General Fund                                -                      9,000.00  

Ending Reserve Fund Balance   $            31,763.13    $            31,763.13  

     

Other Restricted Fund Balance  1,709.11   1,709.11  

  no activity     

 
 

          

                                                                                                      

Card shower in honor of  

 

Edith Kaufmanõs 100th Birthday  
 

on December 18   

 
Please send cards to 

 

Edith Kaufman 

140-B Sunbeam Drive 

Highland, IL  62249 



__________________________________________ 
 

From the Food Basket Committee  
__________________________________________ 

The Food Basket Committee thanks all that 
participated in the giving of the baskets this year.  It 
was very much appreciated. 

 
__________________________________________ 

 

Christmas Offering  
__________________________________________ 

 

Lƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎέ 
envelopes will be donated to Hoyleton Ministries.  The 
Hoyleton Ministries are dedicated to helping all people 
realize the quality of life that God intends.  Their staff 
provides compassionate care to thousands of children 
who have, through no fault of their own, entered the 
child welfare system.  Your donation helps to provide 
the resources necessary for the Hoyleton Ministries to 
care for the most vulnerable members of our 
communities. 
__________________________________________ 

 

Messenger Dates  
__________________________________________ 

 

Ar ticles due Wednesday, December 15  - 9:00 a.m. 

Assembly Wednesday, December 22  - 1:00 p.m. 

__________________________________________ 
 

Christmas Fund Offering  
__________________________________________ 

 

The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the 

Cross and the Emergency Fund is a Special Mission 

Offering that congregations have been 

supporting for over 100 years.  The offering is 

administered through the United Church Board 

for Ministerial Assistance, the charitable arm of 

the Pension Boards.  Funds provide direct financial 

support to those who serve the church and are 

facing financial difficulties.  Active and retired 

clergy, lay employees, and their surviving spouses 

may be eligible for the Supplementation of Small 

Annuities, Supplementation of Health Premiums, 

.{jªpj|f· 4ª]|®«Õ ]|hà~ª *qªr«®{]« ñOq]|y X~¯ò 

Gift Checks.  We will receive the Christmas Fund 

Offering on December ¿Ç æµªr®j ñ*qªr«®{]« 3¯|hò 

in the memo line of your check). 

__________________________________________ 
 

Did You Know?  
__________________________________________ 

 

The Social Service Committee of Salem 

Women's Guild packed and sent used 

clothing in December 1945.   How much was 

sent and to whom?  

 

Answer  - Four hundred and ninety  pounds of 

used clothing was sent to War Emergency 

Relief by ladies of Salem.   
__________________________________________ 

 

Menôs Fellowship & Womenôs Guild 
__________________________________________ 

 

December Golden Agers 
 

Shirley Collmann on December 2 
Betty Zweck on December 3 
Ethel Hosto on December 5 
Alice Stille on December 13 

Edith Kaufman on December 18 
Richard Suhre on December 26 

 
 

 

 
At the Men and Women's fellowship meeting, we 
discussed the December 16 meeting.  We will have 
a potluck to which everyone is invited.  The meat will 
be provided.  Please bring a side dish or dessert to 
share.  It will start at 6:30. Dinner will be followed 
with Christmas Bingo.  
 
Pecans have been ordered and we will let Kerri know 
as soon as they arrive so she can send out a wire, 
and they can be picked up and paid for on the 
following Sunday morning after worship. 
 
The Sausage Supper will be Drive-thru only, and we 
will not be having a Country Store.  We will not need 
pies/desserts again this year.   
 
The Salem UCC Women's Guild is working on a 
cookbook. If a family has recipes they would like to 
include in the cookbook, the Women's Guild is 
accepting up to five recipes from each family. If you 
would like to have your recipes included, please 
bring them to church or e-mail the recipes to Emily 
Uhe at emily.uhe90@gmail.com. Please have all 
recipes submitted by Sunday, December 5. 

__________________________________________ 

mailto:emily.uhe90@gmail.com


Worship Ministry and Worship Schedule 
Date Liturgist Hospitality Team Scripture Readings Worship Leader 

December 5 
(10 am) 

Lisa Uhe Evangelism/Worship Committee 
Bar 5:1-9 or Mal 3:1-4 

Luke 1:68-79 / Phil 1:3-11 
Luke 3:1-6 

Rev. Jeremy R. Wood 

December 12 
(10 am) 

Betty 
Imboden 

Leroy & Bev Engelke, Jill Verson, 
Brett Henschen, Lisa Uhe 

Zeph 3:14-20 / Isa 12:2-6 
Phil 4:4-7 / Luke 3:7-18 Rev. Jeremy R. Wood 

December 19 
(10 am) 

Ken Suhre 
Lewis & Lorene Knackstedt, 

Donna Yates,  
Steve Stille, Rita Pfingsten 

Mic 5:2-5a / Luke 1:46b-55 or 
Ps 80:1-7 / Heb 10:5-10 
Luke 1:39-45, (46-55) 

Rev. Jeremy R. Wood 

December 24 
(4 pm) 

Betty 
Imboden 

Ken Suhre, Bill & Carol Reckman,  
Donna Merkle, Ronna Renken  

Isa 62:6-12 / Ps 97 / Titus 3:4-7 
Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20 Rev. Jeremy R. Wood 

December 24 
(11 pm) 

Krista 
Mansholt 

Evangelism/Worship Committee 
Isa 62:6-12 / Ps 97 / Titus 3:4-7 

Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20 Rev. Jeremy R. Wood 

December 25 
(9 am) 

Rita 
Pfingsten 

Leroy & Bev Engelke, Jill Verson, 
Brett Henschen, Lisa Uhe 

Isa 9:2-7 / Ps 96 / Titus 2:11-14  
Luke 2:1-14, (15-20) Rev. Jeremy R. Wood 

December 26 
(10 am) 

Donna 
Yates 

Lewis & Lorene Knackstedt, 
Donna Yates,  

Steve Stille, Rita Pfingsten 

I Sam 2:18-20, 26 / Ps 148 
Col 3:12-17 / Luke 2:41-52 Rev. Jeremy R. Wood 

  

 
If you are sad or struggling inside, do not suffer alone.  Ask 

for help.  We have a team of Stephen Ministers who are ready 

to listen, care, encourage, pray, and walk with you through 

difficult times.  Our Stephen Ministers are here to care; please 

contact one of our leaders listed below. 

 

Pastor John Mindrup: (C) 618-409-3941 

Betty Imboden: (C) 618-973-0572 

***************************  
The Warm Line is for persons with mental health challenges 
and their families to receive support by phone. Peer and Family 
Support Specialists are professionals who have experienced 
mental health recovery in their own lives as an individual or 
family member. They have been trained in recovery support, 
mentoring, and advocacy and are ready to listen and help you. 
The warm line is not a crisis hotline but is a source of support 
as you recover or help a family member to recover. 
 

Illinois Warm Line 866-359-7953 

 

E-Messenger 

Did you know that you can receive     The Messenger by email?  

The Salem E-Messenger is a delivery system where you receive 

The Messenger by email instead of post mail.  To sign up for the 

Salem E-Messenger, please email the church office at 

salemuccalh@gmail.com. 
 

Salem Wire 

The Salem Wire is an email message delivery system where you 

receive notice of events and happenings in the church.  To sign up 

for the Salem Wire distribution list, please email the church office 

at salemuccalh@gmail.com. 
 

Online Giving 

¶ To give online, visi t 
salemuccalh.org. 

¶ Select òOnline Givingó / Click òCreate Your Online 
Profileó 

¶ Enter your email address / Confirm your email address 
/ Enter required information  

¶ Choose òadd transactionó / Designate contribution 
amount, frequency, and start date 

¶ Choose account type, routing number, and account 
number / Choose òprocessó 

¶ Note :  You may change your contribution at any time.  
 

Livestream 

Salem Church uses Livestream to broadcast our worship 

services. 

 

¶ Go to salemuccalh.org.  On the button bar at the top, click on 

ñWorship,ò and then click on the dropdown ñWatch the Service.ò 

¶ Click on the church under òLive & Upcoming Events,ó and 
you will either see the live broadcast of the worship service 
or you can look for archived services. 

¶ To view an archived service, click on the date of the 
archived service you want to view (listed by date on right).  

Ramona Haislar 
Daughter of Kathryn Broadhurst 

Who died on October 24, 2021 

 
  

Kade Nicholas Henschen  received h is 
cradle roll at Salem U.C.C. on Sunday, 
October 31, 2021.   Kade is the son of 
Nick & Anna Henschen.  
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