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We are Godôs children called to seek, share, teach, and continue to experience the Word of God. 
 

 

 ñDrive Thru Communionò 

I remember the first time I heard about a drive thru funeral home. I 
was in high school, and a Las Vegas funeral home made the news 
by opening drive thru services. I remember thinking, ñLas Vegas. It 
figures.ò But it turns out that Vegas wasnôt the first. The first drive 
thru funeral home was opened in Atlanta in 1968 by Mr. Hirschel 
Thornton. The newspapers reported that he, ñwas inspired to start 
his drive-in service by the trend of the times.ò 

Automation, technology, and modern convenience have made life 
today far different than 100 years ago. Many advancements are 
beneficial and aid us in many ways. But there are other times when 
we embrace modernity just because it is modern, regardless of the 
cost and with no thought to the moral or spiritual implications. How 
did a drive thru mortuary change the nature of funeral services? 
What does it say about us as human beings if the final testament 
to personôs life is based on mere convenience and requires no 
human contact? These are questions we must seriously consider 
with each cultural change or we will, as Dr. King famously said, 
allow ñthe means by which we live to outdistance the ends for 
which we live.ò 

That being said, this month Salem is going to begin offering drive thru Communion services on 
Communion Sunday. Now you might think, ñBut, Rev. Jeremy, werenôt you just arguing against such 
things?ò  

The reason I mentioned the spiritual issues involved with a drive thru is because many of you might 
have the same questions and concerns I wrestled with. And so I want to assure you that drive thru 
Communion will not be offered in a trite spirit. It will be taken just as seriously and observed with just 
as much reverence as the Sacrament during the worship service.  

We are offering drive thru Communion because we are living in a time of unprecedented pandemic. It 
is not a convenience for overly busy schedules or a quick alternative to worship. Many are unable to 
worship as we traditionally have, but we as the people of God are still in desperate need of the 
Eucharist. In the bread and wine, we find the gospel offer in tangible form, as we receive by faith the 
life offered to us by Christ. The table of our Lord, offered in conjunction with the preaching of his 
Word, is a means of grace by which the Holy Spirit imparts spiritual life and health to us.  

And so, to all who cannot worship in person because of COVID, Christ says, ñCome.ò Come and 
receive grace. Come and be fed. Come and fellowship at the table of our Savior.     --- Rev. Jeremy 

  

  

Sunday, October 4 ς 10:00 a.m. 
Worship with Communion 
 
Sunday, October 11 - 10:00 a.m. 
Worship 
 
Sunday, October 18 ς 10:00 a.m. 
Worship 
 
Sunday, October 25 ς 10:00 a.m. 
Praise Worship 
 

************************  

 
Pastor John is offering Monday 
morning Bible study at 9 a.m. via 
Livestream.  
 

************************  

OCTOBER WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE 



 

Drive Thru Communion at Salem 
 

Offered the first Sunday of each month 

 

On Communion Sunday from 11:40 am ï Noon 

 

Served from the front entrance of the Sanctuary 

 

Individual, disposable servings of bread and wine will be used.  

 

Directions: 

 

1. Enter the drive thru from the west, heading east  (so that the 

driverõs window faces the sanctuary). 

 

2. Rev. Jeremy, wearing a mask, will serve you at your car.  

 

3. He will greet you, dispense the Communion elements to you 

in a no-contact way, and have a brief prayer/blessing with 

you. 

 

4. Pull forward and park in the parking lot to partake.  

 

 

 

 

May God bless us as all we partake  

of Communion as one spiritual family,  

whether at home, in the drive thru,  

or in the worship service. 
 



Focus 
(read John chapter 15) 

 
As children we would invent 
games, one of which 
involved a railroad track. No 
trains were near, nor was 
there any present danger 
while the game was played. 
Two people, one on each rail,  
would go as fast as possible 
while maintaining their 
balance on the rail. If ever a 
foot should slip off the rail, 
that player had lost the 
game. As a game of speed, 
the idea was to stay ahead of 
the opponent on the other 
rail without losing balance. 
The game involved focus. It 
was of little help to look any 
distance down the rail; it was 
equally futile to look at your 
own feet. If the other player 
could distract you enough to 
get them to look over to the 
other rail, it was all but over. 
Only one place was that 
needful place of focus,  
always the exacting center of 

where you desire your next 
footstep to land. Our world 
makes a great commotion 
which can tempt us to look 
far ahead, trying to avert 
things that may never even 
come to pass. Further, we 
can be so self- absorbed as 
to be caught up in our 
present condition. In this 
woeful state we remain 
fixated on our own feet and 
our perceived problems. In a 
beautiful hymn I so 
appreciate by Helen Lemmel 
ǘƛǘƭŜŘ άTurn Your Eyes Upon 
Jesusέ,  we find that perfect 
focus and balance of the rail 
game. Jesus is dynamic,  He 
is moving, guiding you and I 
along the way of His kingdom 
journey. We are rightly 
meeting Jesus just in the 
place of our next footstep. In 
the mystery it is where we 
find the God of I AM. Just as 
a mother reaches out to the 

child seeking her comfort, 
there is that moment just 
where the two lives collide. 
How beautiful it is to collide 
into the love of Jesus. Right 
focus the way, to the one 
who is THE WAY in this very 
movement.  There is a 
temptation for us when 
taking everything to God in 
prayer; say to ourselves, 
άǿŜƭƭ L ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ 
[ƻǊŘέ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ Řƻ ǿŜƭƭ ƴƻǘ 
only to leave our troubles 
with the Lord, but to leave 
ourselves there as well. This 
focus is not about getting a 
message to our Lord; it is 
about getting ourselves to 
the Lord. All who desire 
heaven must surely want to 
be with our dear Lord today.  
A blessed journey to each of 
you. 
   
                           --- Pastor John 

 

  

  
The Emmaus Home is a wonderful ministry of the 
United Church of Christ located in St. Charles, Mo. 
For over 125 years they have ministered to adults 
with disabilities, and we at Salem have supported 
them over the years. This year they have 
experienced a decrease in financial support due to 
COVID-19 and are in need.  
 
We will be collecting a special offering for them for a 
few weeks.  Please mark any such giving as 
"Emmaus."  
 
Jesus said, "Just as you did it to one of the least of 
these who are members of my family, you did it to 
me." 

 

We will have new member orientation 
on Sunday, October 11 following 
worship for anyone who is interested in 
becoming a member of Salem UCC.  
We will receive new members during 
worship on Sunday, October 18. 
 



Do what you love 
 

School started up a little bit ago and this school year so far 
has beenéé...well, you all know. Everything is just 
different. For everybody involvedéstudents, parents, 
teachers. Changes are happening daily, people are on 
edge and frustrated, and all the new online programs are 
just overwhelming.  

 

But, I love what I do. I love working with kids. That is why, even with our crazy, messed up world right 
now, I get up every morning and go to work with a smile on my face (even if you canôt see it through 
the mask!). I put up with the overworked caseload, the bombardment of emails from administration, 
parents, and remote learners, and the health department guidelines we have to follow. Yes, there are 
some days that I want to throw in the towel and give up. There are some days that I donôt feel like I 
can do this. But, I am quickly reminded why I do, usually by a grateful student or a ñlightbulb 
momentò.  
 

I hope I portray this to the youth I am in contact with. Through all of the ugly, I still do what I love. And 
I hope that the youth follow in my footsteps. I encourage them to do what makes them happy. In 
middle school and high school, and especially college, there are a thousand different ways to get 
involved and plenty of opportunities to find what they love. Donôt be scared! Donôt be worried about 
what people think! If it makes you happy, then do it!  
 

In the middle school and high school age, there are so many things that are ñuncoolò, causing youth 
to not want to do them. Unfortunately, church and youth group fall in that category. But, some youth 
are pushing past the ñcoolò factor because church makes them happy. Exhale is a home for them and 
they feel comfortable here. Inside this white building, they can be themselves.  
 

Whatever it is that makes you happy, find that at the church. There are so many ways for youth and 
adults to get involved with the church in whatever way works for them.   --- Becca 

 

October Exhale Schedule 

All Wednesdays - High School Hangout 6-8 pm 

All Sundays EXCEPT October 11 - Exhale 6-7:30 

 

   From the Music Directo r     
 
Have you been looking for a chance to sing with the 

Chancel Choir or ring with Salem Ringers, but didn't want 

to commit to a whole year?  Then this is the opportunity you 

have been waiting for.  Due to our current COVID 

restrictions, our choirs will not be able to start their regular 

schedules this fall.  Instead of having regular choirs we will 

be working with small groups of four or less.  I am looking 

for people who would be willing to sing or ring with a group 

of four.  This will only involve a couple of practices and one 

performance.  If you would be willing to try this, please let 

Dawn know.  Email: rnhrtfamfarm@agtelco.com, Phone: 

618-223-0253. 

HIGH SCHOOL  

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

 
Hello! This year, Sunday School is 
going to look a bit different. Iõm 
looking to start hosting zoom 
meetings at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays to 
talk about the Youth Sunday 
service. Please join my remind so you 
are able to get the zoom links and 
reminders sent out once a week! You 
can join by texting 81010 and sending 
this message @hsyouthss I hope to 
see you on zoom! --- -Haley Basler  
 

mailto:rnhrtfamfarm@agtelco.com,


 

  

E-Messenger 

Did you know that you can receive  

The Messenger by email?  The Salem E-

Messenger is a delivery system where you 

receive The Messenger by email instead of 

regular mail.  To sign up for the Salem E-

Messenger, please email the church office 

at salemuccalh@gmail.com 

 

 

Salem Wire 

The Salem Wire is an email message 

delivery system where you receive notice 

of events and happenings in the church.  To 

sign up for the Salem Wire distribution 

list, please email the church office at 

salemuccalh@gmail.com 

 

 

Online Giving 

¶ To give online, visit 
http://salemuccalh.org/  

¶ Select òOnline Givingó / Click 
òCreate Your Online Profileó 

¶ Enter your email address / 
Confirm your email address / 
Enter required information  

¶ Choose òadd transactionó / 
Designate contribution amount, 
frequency, and start date 

¶ Choose account type, routing 
number and account number / 
Choose òprocessó 

¶ Note :  You may change your 
contribution at any time.  

 

Livestream 

Salem Church uses Livestream to 

broadcast our worship services. 

 

¶ Go to 
https://livestream.com/ 
accounts/10389497 

¶ Click on the black and white picture of 

the church ñLive and Upcoming 

Eventsò, and you will either see the live 

broadcast of the worship service or you 

can look for archived services (by date 

on the right). 

¶ To view an archived service, 

click on the  date of the 

archived service you want to 

view (listed by date on right). 

 

 

Did You Know?  
 
When were services called off because of weather for the first time at 
Salem?   
 
Answer:  The blizzard in January, 1982 forced the cancellation of church 
after 20 inches of snow had fallen. 
 

 

FLU SHOTS 
Alhambra Township and Village Residents will be given free flu 
shots on Monday, October 12 from 3:00-6:00 p.m. at the 
Alhambra Firemanôs Hall. No registration is needed. Drive up flu 
shots will be available for the elderly and disabled. Please call 
618-488-2612 if you need a mobile flu shot. Masks are required 
before entering the building and social distancing will be 
monitored. 

 
 

 
We received a Certificate of Appreciation from Global Ministries Child  

and Elder Sponsorship Program.  Many thanks to all those Salem 

members supporting this program.  Thank you, Rhonda Schmidt 

 

Salem received a thank you from Highland Area Christian Service 

Ministry for 125 pounds of food products. 

 

I want to sincerely thank you for the scholarship.  It will be a great help 

towards paying for my education.  Salem will always be my spiritual 

home and I am forever thankful for your support.  Anna Brase 

 

Thank you for consideration and support by being awarded scholarship 

money.  I greatly appreciate it and am thankful for all the support Salem 

and its members have always provided.  Brianna Follwell 

http://salemuccalh.org/
https://livestream.com/%20accounts/10389497
https://livestream.com/%20accounts/10389497
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*****************************************************************************************   

The Giving Doll Mission at Salem 
The mission of the Giving Doll is to give faith, love, joy, hope, and comfort to children 

worldwide at times of special need through construction and distribution of hand-made cloth dolls.  
Salem has started a mission doll group.  Not all jobs require sewing skills. The project involves 

cutting out doll bodies, painting (tracing) faces with colored pens, sewing bodies, stuffing bodies, 
wrapping tufts of yarn for hair, attaching the hair, making the clothing - for girls, a dress, apron, and 
bloomers; for boys, a shirt and pants, hand stitching shoelaces onto the shoes, naming the dolls, 
attaching tags, sewing, knitting, or crocheting blankets, and making bags for each doll. Dolls then need 
to be delivered to various locations such as hospitals, Ronald McDonald Houses, Head Start programs, 
medical and mission trips as well as individual area children.  

{ŀƭŜƳΩǎ DƛǾƛƴƎ 5ƻƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ оǊŘ aƻnday each month at 6:00 p.m. in the 
downstairs Parish Hall.   Work will be done as a group, but many of the projects can be taken home to 
work on, if preferred. There is no pressure to meet any quotas. 

If you are interested in helping with this service mission, please join our monthly meeting at 
Salem UCC.  You may contact Becky Debatin at 618-960-6240 with any questions.  
 

Be of {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ hǘƘŜǊǎΧ 

 
If you are sad or struggling inside, do not 

suffer alone.  Ask for help.  We have a team of 

Stephen Ministers who are ready to listen, 

care, encourage, pray, and Stephen Ministry 

by talking with one of our Stephen Leaders 

listed below.  Our Stephen Ministers are there 

to care!  

 

Pastor John Mindrup: (C) 618-409-3941 

Betty Imboden: (C) 618-973-0572 

 

***************************  
 
The Warm Line is for persons with mental 
health challenges and their families to receive 
support by phone. Peer and Family Support 
Specialists are professionals who have 
experienced mental health recovery in their 
own lives as an individual or family member. 
They have been trained in recovery support, 
mentoring, and advocacy and are ready to 
listen and help you. The warm line is not a 
crisis hotline, but is a source of support as you 
recover or help a family member to recover. 

 
Illinois Warm Line 866-359-7953 

 

 
From the Food Basket 

Committee  
 
The Food Basket Committee is putting together a list of people 
who need a little help with a food basket.  If you know of 
someone or of a family who needs a little bit of help, please call 
Paige Basler 488-7384 or Mary Reinhardt at 488-7745.  Thanks. 
 



  

  

 
é.. Last year we had several fundraisers.  We had a Salad Luncheon in June and a Tasting Bee in December.  

We have two nights at Mazzioôs Restaurant in Highland where we deliver the orders to the customers and we 

get a percentage of the income plus tips.  We started another fundraiser this year that we intend to keep doing 

and that was a Wine Tasting evening.  
 
Other than fundraising, we help the Activity Department every other month by helping with their Bingo.  We 

are also called from time to time to watch the halls while the staff has a meeting.  We buy pizzas, etc. for a 

Staff Appreciation lunch.  We also provide money to buy all the residents a birthday gift from the Auxiliary 

and provide money and materials to the Activity Department for the activities. 
 
The Money made from these fundraisers is very well spent.  In 2019 we paid to service the bird cage and for 

bird food, bought plants for landscaping, bought birthday gifts for residents, paid for entertainment for the 

two luncheons, bought new tables for the dining room, bought patio furniture and paid for a new sidewalk 

with leads to the pavilion.  We also help the Activity Department by coordinating and making apple butter 

every year.  They sell this apple butter and the money goes for activities done for the residents. 
 
Our fundraising was very limited for the year 2020 because of the Covid-19 pandemic.  We are not sure at 

this time whether we can complete the events that were scheduled for this year. 
 
It has been decided we would not be able to make apple butter this year and have also cancelled the Tasting 

Bee which would have been in December. 
 
Our purpose of this letter is to get support from our area UCC churches by membership involving financial 

donations and help with our fundraising efforts.  éééé 

Excerpt of letter from Hitz Auxiliary officeréé 



 

 
 

 

 

Neighbors in Need Special Offering  
 
Neighbors in Need  (NIN) is a special mission offering 
of the United Church of Christ that supports 
ministries of justice and compassion throughout the 
United States.  One -third of NIN funds support the  
Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM).  Two -
thirds of this offering is used by the UCCõs Justice 
and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of 

justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through grants.  Neighbors 
in Need grants are awarded to UCC churches and organizatio ns doing justice work in their 
communities.  These grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct service to 
community organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice.  This year, special 
consideration will be given to projects focusing on servin g our immigrant neighbors and 
communities.  
 
We will receive the NIN offering on October 4, 2020 as part of World Communion Sunday 
observance.   

 



SALEM CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES -  Sept. 10, 2020 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Steve Roper, Betty Imboden, Patti 
Reckmann, Emily Uhe, Jerry Frank, Nancy Zweck, Ron 
Schmidt, Josh Gillison, Shane Stille, Carol Reckman, Sharon 
Capstick, Pastor Jeremy. 
 
EX-OFFICIO STAFF:  Kerri Reilson 
 
CALL TO ORDER, by President Steve Roper at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Pastor Jeremy led us in prayer and devotion. 
 
PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  Motion by Josh Gillison, 
2nd by Betty Imboden to accept the previous meeting minutes 
as printed.  Motion Carried. 
 
TREASURERôS REPORT:  Motion by Carol Reckman, 2nd by Shane Stille to accept the Treasurerôs 
report as printed.  Motion Carried. 
 
OUTSTANDING BILLS:  Motion by Josh Gillison, 2nd by Emily Uhe to pay the outstanding bills as 
presented.  Motion Carried. 
 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:  Zoom Sunday School starts September 13, 2020 
 
MISSION COMMITTEE:  the committee will start making dolls for hospitals and nursing homes.  The 
learning center was discussed. 
  
EVANGELISM/WORSHIP COMMITTEE: Drive through communion starts October 4, 2020.  
 
PROPERTY COMMITTEE:  The electrician will be finishing up the outside lights this week.  Painting 
& striping of the parking lot will begin this fall. 
 
VISION COMMITTEE:  No report. 
 
TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE:  there has been work done to make the 
CD writer on the sounds board a CD player which we were in need of. 

 
PASTORôS REPORT:  Busy August, 3 baptisms, a cradle roll and 
confirmation.  New confirmation class has begun.  Ten students total, 5 
first year students and 5 second year students.  Regular committees are 
meeting regularly through zoom or in person.  I will be on vacation 
starting Monday, September 21, 2020 for two weeks.  Beginning 
October 4, 2020, we will have a QR code.  After swiping the code with 
your smart or android phone, the bulletin and song sheets will be 
displayed on your phone. 
 
OFFICE COORDINATORôS  REPORT:  Kerri reported that new 
member calls have begun.  Thanks to Ron Schmidt for all his technical 
help. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  We are in need of three delegates to attend the ISC 
Conference on October 24, 2020.  Rev. Jeremy will be one of the 
delegates attending along with Steve Roper.  He will continue to find the 

2020 MESSENGER BOX SCORE 

 August YTD 

GENERAL FUND   

Offering - $23,578 $167,265 

Expenses - $18,334 $159,962 

Difference - $5,244 $7,303 

   
Other Income i.e. 
facilities rental, etc. $13 $4,399 

Net change-Operations $5,257 $11,702 

   

BENEVOLENCE   

OCWM - $500 $2,716 

Other Benevolence - $340 $5,651 

Total - $840 $8,367 
 

2020 SALEM  

CHURCH COUNCIL: 

President Steve Roper 

Vice-Pres Carol Reckman 

Secretary Sharon Capstick 

Treasurer Ron Schmidt 

Financial Secy Emily Uhe 

Jerry Frank              

Shane Stille 

Nancy Zweck  

Jim Annable 

Patti Reckmann 

Josh Gillison 

Betty Imboden 

 
Pastor Relations 

Committee 
Ann Frank 

Gena Hodapp 

 

Personnel Relations 
Committee 

Dagmar Annable 
Justin Bonnell 

Jerri Riechmann  



third person.  Rental of the facility during COVID,  at this time we are not going to rent out our facility.  
Discussions will continue about our upcoming annual meeting planning during COVID.  Any 
suggestions are welcome.  We will have a special offering for the benefit of the Emmaus Home in the 
near future. 
  
OLD BUSINESS:  Still collecting pictures for the photo directory.   
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Motion by Josh Gillison,  2nd by Shane Stille to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 pm.   
Motion Carried and ended with the Lordôs Prayer. 
 
Next meeting will be October 8, 2020 @ 7:00 p.m. 
 
Blessings, Sharon Capstick 
 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
Mission Minutes ï August 24, 2020 

Attendance: Becca, Jill, Denny, Rev. Jeremy, Joye.  Report:  Meals to Hitz and Giving Dolls.  Future 

Projects:  CHC Toy Drive.  Monthly Volunteering at CHC - any projects?  Nursing Homes and workers 

- Check with activities director for availability - Pizza with the workers.  Monthly Food pantries - Rev. 

Jeremy reported he wanted to go back to monthly so it is not ñjust a normal thingò - First Sunday of 

each month.  Food Baskets - Ask Mary R. about supporting more families.  Rev. Jeremy reported 

families needing a ñlearning centerò for students to go for internet access - need volunteers/space - 

ran by council and meeting with Heather Luitjohan next week.  Next meeting is September 28 at 6:30. 

******************************************************************************************************************* 

Evangelism/Worship Minutes ï September 1, 2020 

In attendance: Kathy Porter, Richelle Braundmeier, Dawn Reinhardt, Verna Gilley, Joann Brase, 

Betty Imboden (Council) & Reverend Jeremy.  Meeting opened by Rev. Jeremy giving the devotion. 

ñGripes or Gratitudes.ò  Minutes from last meeting were reviewed.  Expense report reviewed ï WGEL 

broadcast ended when in-church services resumed.  Dawn has purchased music for musical groups 

of 4 or less, working on getting groups together to play. Praise Team will proceed with 4 or less on 

the last Sunday of the month. New mics were purchased. Music under the Stars will not happen this 

fall.  Rev. Jeremy reported a couple of baptisms this month, he will be on vacation the last two 

Sundays of this month. New member class will be after worship on October 11. They will be received 

during worship on October 18.  Attendance was reviewed.  Have greeter, liturgist and usher spots 

been filled?  Rev. Jeremy discussed having a drive thru communion offering starting in October, after 

worship at 11:30. Giving it a three-month trial to see how it goes.  Meeting adjourned by the Lordôs 

Prayer.  Next meeting is October 6 at 6:30 p.m. 

******************************************************************************************************************* 

Board of Christian Education Minutes ï September 3, 2020 

Patty Uhe called the September, 2020 meeting of the Board of Christian Education to order with 11 

members present on Zoom. Those in attendance were: Rebecca Braundmeier, Sharyn Gieseking, 

Jennifer Henschen, Kris Lynn, Ronald Mindrup, Mary Reinhardt, Emily Uhe, Lorene, Uhe, Patty Uhe, 

Jill Verson, and Reverend Jeremy Wood. Reverend Jeremy Wood led us in a devotion and a prayer.  

The Board of Christian Education decided to try Zoom Sunday School for at least 3 weeks. Zoom 

Sunday School will consist of an Opening, the Bible Story, and an Activity. The Board of Christian 

Education decided that Zoom Sunday School will be for children from 3 years of age through 6th 

Grade; however, children from 3 years of age through 8th Grade will be receiving an activity via e-

mail. Zoom Sunday School will be from 9:00-9:15, so that the Sunday School families can still attend 

church, if the family would like. The Board of Christian Education decided donate $100 to the Family 



Fund at Uni-Pres Kindercottage.  Rebecca Braundmeier stated that everyone had a really good time 

at the Exhale Kick-Off on August 16. Rebecca Braundmeier and Patty Uhe are going to reach out to 

the teachers of the Youth Sunday School Class, to have those teachers look into completing the 

plans for Youth Sunday and contacting Reverend Jeremy Wood about a possible date.  The Board of 

Christian Education closed with the Lordôs Prayer. 

******************************************************************************************************************* 

Property Minutes ï September 14, 2020 

Elevator inspection complete (passed).  Jerry put new hardware locks on choir and east wing doors.   

New light poles installed in front entrance of church.  Waiting on Korte to paint bottom half of church 

sanctuary; will also paint lines on driveway and front steps.  Put new lock on Livestream cabinet.   

Installed hand sanitizer in entrance of church.  Need to trim bushes around church.  Synchronized 

clocks in sanctuary, choir/music room off of sanctuary, and hallway.  Alert Electric to install 

permanent timer on outside front pole lights; Installed two pole lights on east side.  Electric eye 

installed on flag and sign. 

******************************************************************************************************************* 

Historical Committee and Pictorial Directory Information 

The Historical Committee did not meet in-person during the month of September, as a result of 

inactivity due to the continued, statewide resurgence of COVID-19. The Church Council decided to 

proceed with photography sessions for our 2020 Salem Pictorial Directory 160th Anniversary Edition; 

so, photo sessions took place over the seven days of August 12th - 15th and 18th - 20th, in the 

Parish Hall, by the Lifetouch Company. There were approximately 135 photo sessions, with an 

additional 23 family photos submitted so far; and, 10 (or hopefully more) expected to come. Photo 

sessions included strict COVID health precautions, as required by Lifetouch, in order to ensure the 

safety of all. Social distancing, wearing of masks at all times except during actual photo shoots, 

continual disinfecting of surfaces, and increased time between sessions, were maintained and 

employed throughout all photography days. All photos were available for purchase. Purchased photos 

were to be shipped to home addresses; and, should have arrived by now. If anyone who purchased 

pictures has not yet received them, or if there are issues with your order, please contact Lifetouch at 

the phone number on your receipt. Or, if you would like help with this, please contact Pictorial 

Directory Co-Chairs, Patti Reckmann or Jayne Roper. If you had photos taken but did not place an 

order, you will still receive one free 8x10 and one free copy of the Pictorial Directory. If you submitted 

a family photo instead of having a photo session, you will receive a free Pictorial Directory, but not a 

free 8x10. The free 8x10s for those who did not make a purchase, were shipped to the church. If your 

free 8x10 was shipped to the church office and you have not yet picked it up, please contact Kerri at 

the office. If you are unable to pick up your picture, please contact Patti or Jayne and we will make 

arrangements to see that you get it. Please note that all Pictorial Directories will be 

shipped separately from the family photos; and, will be shipped to the church office, at a later date. 

Extra Pictorial Directories will be available for purchase, at a cost to be determined by Lifetouch, once 

the books are finished. As a side note, one week after our Salem photo sessions ended, Lifetouch 

announced that they were laying off all but a skeleton crew of employees, due to nationwide concerns 

over the coronavirus pandemic. Their current plan is to bring back employees between January and 

Spring of 2021. They are not closing their doors for good. This is just a temporary layoff due to the 

uncertain times we are in. Family photos ordered at the photo sessions are to be processed and 

delivered on time; and, as stated above, should have already arrived. However, the Pictorial 

Directories will not be finished until early 2021, due to the layoffs. Also, it is not too late to submit a 

family photo if you were unable to make the photo sessions. Please include names of all people in the 

photo. You may submit photos as file attachments to the church email; or, take an actual printed 



photo to the office. All printed photos submitted will be returned. Please do submit your photos. We 

want you, ALL, in our directory... parents, kids who have moved away, anyone who feels a part of our 

church family... everyone. We are all church family; whether near or far.  

Thank you to all who came out for photos, to those who submitted photos; and, to everyone who 

helped in any way. Your participation was greatly appreciated, and helped to make the event a 

success. Our family photos and Pictorial Directory will be cherished by parishioners and loved ones 

for years to come. Thank you, Jayne Korsmeyer Roper, Co-Chair. 

 

 

  

From The Menôs Fellowship & Womenôs Guild 

 
There will be a meeting on October 15, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
October Golden Agers 

 
Russell Hiller on October 2   Lester Gentry on October 17 
Robert Kakac on October 6   Marie Mindrup on October 30 
Judy Blom on October 16   Vernon Mindrup on October 30 

 

Womenôs Guild:  It was decided that the Guild will NOT be selling Pecans this year.  Currently, we 
plan to do it again next year.  We were told that Apple Butter making by Hitz was cancelled for this 
year. The Hitz Auxiliary has a Mazzio night scheduled for October 26, and a Wine Tasting at the 
Alhambra Park Dance Hall on November 13.  We approved donations to Emmaus, HACSM, 
Kindercottage, Hitz Auxiliary and Bread of Life Food Pantry.  We held election of fficers:  President ï 
Lorene Knackstedt, Vice President ï Verna Demkey, Treasurer ï Lorene Uhe and Secretary ï Patty 
Uhe. 
  
Menôs Fellowship:  The men discussed the Ifôs around the Annual Sausage Supper.  They also held 
the election of officers: President ï Jim Reagan, Vice President ï Lewis Knackstedt, Treasurer ï 
Larry Henschen and Secretary ï Leon Uhe. 
 

 

Status of  

Sanctuary Entrance Capital Campaign:  

 

Goal:  $75,000  

 

Total as of 9/ 13/2020: $45,7 35 

 

Still Needed:  $29 ,265 

 

Above:  The new light posts are up and are beautiful!  
Lights on the side of them will also illuminate the 
front of the church. 



Salem UCC Treasurer's Report ï Month ending August 31, 2020 
  

Current Activity 
 

YTD Activity 

Beginning General Fund Balance 
 

83,603.88   76,505.59  
Offering-Loose 

 
               12,306.00                  75,983.69  

Offering-Envelopes 
 

                 7,430.00                  58,768.00  

Offering-On line receipts 
 

                 3,842.31  
 

               32,513.59  

Facility Use Donations 
 

                              -                      3,450.00  

Miscellaneous Receipts 

 

                              -                          863.00  
Interest Income-General Fund 

 

                       12.13                          85.41  
Benevolence Received 

 

                     839.14                    8,366.90  

Total General Fund Income 
 

24,429.58   180,030.59  
Salaries 

 

                 9,609.89                  78,691.11  
Employee Benefits 

 

                 3,218.66                  26,063.60  
Maintenance/Property Services 

 

                     167.67                    3,054.50  
Contractual Custodial/Grounds 

 

                 1,585.00                  10,440.00  
Insurance 

 

                              -                    12,988.75  
Utilities 

 

                 1,751.40                  14,916.94  
Supplies-General 

 

                     679.58                    7,120.72  
Professional Expense 

 

                     154.62                    1,427.08  
Miscellaneous 

 

                              -                          460.00  
Worship 

 

                 1,082.58                    2,889.33  
Christian Education 

 

                       28.00                        872.47  
Evangelism 

 

                              -                            12.94  
Stewardship 

 

                       64.50                        758.34  
Pastoral Care 

 

                        (8.00)                       265.89  
Benevolence Paid 

 

                              -                      6,874.95  

Total General Fund Expenses 
 

18,333.90   166,836.62  

Ending General Fund Balance 
 

 $            89,699.56    $            89,699.56  

Beginning Memorial Fund Balance 
 

26,794.27   24,199.31  
Memorials received 

 
                 1,230.00                    5,390.00  

Honorariums received 
 

                              -                                   -    

Memorial Fund Expense: 
 

   
Miscellaneous-entrance lighting 

 

                              -    
 (1,358.11) 

Worship (music) 
 

0.00   (206.93) 

Ending Memorial Fund Balance 
 

 $            28,024.27    $            28,024.27  

Building Fund Balance 
 

21,874.46   43,109.24  
Building Fund Offering 

 

                 1,386.19                    6,130.63  
Captial Campaign (Sanctuary entrance) 

 

                     485.00                  45,683.64  
Memorials received 

 
                      -                            30.00  

Miscellaneous receipts-window treatments 
 

                      -                      5,087.50  
Transfer from Reserve Fund 

 
                      -                    10,000.00  

Building Fund Expense: 
 

   
Sanctuary-Entrance Project 

 

                              -                  (75,696.00) 
Sanctuary-replace a/c unit 

 

             (11,645.00)               (11,645.00) 
Educational Building-repalce office flooring 

 

                              -                     (1,285.36) 
Parish Hall-replace heating unit 

 

                              -                     (8,441.00) 
Parsonage-furnace repair 

 

                              -                        (873.00) 

Ending Building Fund Balance 
 

 $            12,100.65    $            12,100.65  

Sabbatical Fund Balance  no activity 
 

13,086.30   13,086.30  
Endowment Fund Beginning Balance  no activity 

 
62,410.34   62,410.34  

Beginning Investment Fund Balance 
 

92,597.28   95,200.07  
Change in Market Value 

 
                       99.57                      (753.22) 

Scholarships Paid 
 

(250.00)  (2,000.00) 

Ending Investment Fund Balance 
 

 $            92,446.85    $            92,446.85  

Beginning Mission Matching Fund Balance 
 

115,033.13   123,109.09  
Change in Market Value-statement pending 

 
                 2,784.47                   (5,209.57) 

Donations/Fundraising for Ecuador trip 
 

                      -    

 
200.00  

Mission Fund Disbursements: 
 

   

Mission Projects 
 

                              -                        (281.92) 

Ending Mission Matching Fund Balance 
 

 $         117,817.60    $         117,817.60  

Beginning Reserve Fund Balance 
 

12,476.11   22,390.98  
Interest Income-Reserve Fund 

 

                       17.59                        172.39  
Transfer to Building Fund-Sanctuary Entrance 

 

                              -                  (10,000.00) 
Misc. Expense-checks 

 
                       (69.67) 

Ending Reserve Fund Balance 
 

 $            12,493.70    $            12,493.70  

Other Restricted Fund Balance  no activity 
 

1,709.11   1,709.11  



Worship Ministry Schedule 
 

Date Liturgist Greeters 

October 4 
(10 am) 

Laura Muench Kay James, Maret Weare, Lu Emery 

October 11 
(10 am) 

Sayde Hogg Donna Yates, Jim Annable, Debbie Passig 

October 18 
(10 am) 

Kathy Porter Larry & Judy Henschen, Kathy Porter 

October 25 
(10 am) 

Patti Reckmann Dennis & Lisa Conrad, Barb Randle 

 
Worship Schedule 

 

 
 

Date 
 

Scripture Readings Worship Leader 

October 4 ï 10 a.m. 
Worship with Communion 

Ex 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 and Ps 19 / Isa 5:1-7 and  
Ps 80:7-15 / Phil 3:4b-14 / Matt 21:33-46 

Rev. Jeremy R. Wood 

October 11 ï 10 a.m. 
Worship 

Ex 32:1-14 and Ps 106:1-6, 19-23 / Isa 25:1-9 and  
Ps 23 / Phil 4:1-9 / Matt 22:1-14 

Rev. Jeremy R. Wood 

October 18 ï 10 a.m. 
Worship 

Ex 33:12-23 and Ps 99 / Isa 45:1-7 and Ps 96:1-9,  
(10-13) / 1 Thess 1:1-10 / Matt 22:15-22 

Rev. Jeremy R. Wood 

October 25 ï 10 a.m. 
Praise Worship 

Deut 34:1-12 and Ps 90:1-6, 13-17 / Lev 19:1-2, 15-18 
and Ps 1 / 1 Thess 2:1-8 / Matt 22:34-46 

Rev. Jeremy R. Wood 

           

 
If you would like someone to be on the prayer list, please contact 
the church office.  Names listed on the prayer list will not 
carryover from month to month.   
 
 
 

 

Baptisms  
 

Zoey Rose Schlechte was baptized at Salem UCC on 
Sunday, August 30, 2020, by Rev. Jeremy R. Wood.  Zoey 
was born on September 30, 2019, to parents Seth & Mallory 
Schlechte.  Zoey is the younger sister of Violet.  Her 
grandparents are Jed & Brenda Schlechte and Scott & Cheryl 
Plocher.   Her great-grandparents are Betty Plocher, Helen 
Beshears, and Harry & Donna Schlechte.  Her godparents are 
Josh Schlechte and Marty Plocher. 
 
Adrienne Maret Brandt was baptized at Salem UCC on 
Sunday, September 13, 2020, by Rev. Jeremy R. Wood.  
Adrienneôs grandparents are Maret Weare and Steven & Betty 
Jarman.  Her godparent is Kay James.  
 

 

 

Messenger Dates  
 

Messenger Articles Due 
October 16, 2020 

9:00 a.m. 
 

Messenger Assembly 
Monday, October 26, 2020 

10:00 a.m. 
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