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We are God’s children called to seek, share, teach, and continue to experience the Word of God. 
 

 
 

Out of the mouths of babies and infants, you have established strength because of your foes, to still 
the enemy and the avenger. Psalm 8:2 

 
One of the delights of being a pastor is the opportunity to work with youth. Whether it’s Children’s 

Time, Confirmation, or maybe working with our Senior High or Exhale, it always has its joys and, at 

times, frustrations. However, I never cease to be amazed by the questions that come from our young 

people. As part of confirmation, confirmands are required to complete a monthly Worship Report. This 

report includes the question, “What questions and/or challenges did the sermon raise?” (Of course, 

the intent is to encourage the confirmand to think about the sermon.)  

Recently, on a Worship Report, a confirmand answered the question by asking two of his/her own, 

“How do I make the time to worship God?” and “How can I strengthen my relationship with God?” 

Two excellent questions with which we as adults have struggled or are struggling. I would suggest 

that the answer to the second question can be found in the answer to the first question. How do I 

make time to worship God? In one way it is a very difficult question to answer and on the other hand, 

it’s easy. I will take the easy explanation first: Make the choice to just do it! We must ask ourselves 

how we make time for the other important parts of our lives. Would you not attend your son or 

daughter’s game or performance because that day is the only day to sleep in? Would you rearrange 

your schedule to go to a Cardinals’ game wo which someone just gave you free tickets? The point is, 

we always find time for the things that are important in our lives.  

Recently, during my sermon, I cited Bryan Sirchio’s thoughts regarding worship from his book, “The 6 

Marks of Progressive Christian Worship Music.” I think it bears repeating: “First, worship, among 

other things, is not just something we do or experience in a church building for a certain amount of 

time. It can be that of course, but it’s more than that. It’s a way of being; a way of living. Worship is a 

total life response to God’s love for us. It’s about doing our best to live every moment of every day in 

such a way that God is honored and respected and loved. In this broader sense, I and many others 

would contend that worship is a lifestyle.” 

When it comes to attending worship I tell people that I am not the worship sheriff - maybe the fact that 

they think so implies some contrition. However, do not shoot the messenger when I tell you the 

answer to the question “How do I make time for worship?” Just do it! 

 
See you in Church! 
 

Pastor Jerry 
 

*******************************************************************************************************************  
 

Monday Morning Reflections With Pastor Jerry 
 

Come join us at Maedge’s on Monday mornings at 10:00 a.m. to have a cup of coffee,  
discuss the sermon, read scripture together, and talk about whatever is on your mind. 

 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Did You Know? 
 

 "Who was the Pastor of Salem in 1910 when the church was expanded with 

the east and west wings and the 50th Anniversary of the congregation was 

celebrated? 

 Rev. John H. Dinkmeier served as Salem's Pastor from 1899 to 1911.  A short 

biography of Rev. Dinkmeier is on page 34 in the “History of Salem." 
  



 “The Promise of His Coming” 
 

(Suggested Readings: Isaiah 42:1-17   Luke 2:25-35)  
 

  

I write this on what may yet be the coldest night of March; with temperatures forecast to be in the 
teens.  The warm February has our magnolia tree in blossom; many of the fruit trees will likely have 
diminished fruit.  There will be a toll on blossoming flowers, budding trees and plants.  This  may 
cause us to lament; and rightly feel for the those most affected; yet we have hope.  In every season of 
darkness or cold there remains hope; because of the promise of God.  Life may be pushed back; 
fruitfulness for a season may be affected; but our Lord lives, and we with Him; that forever, remains 
our hope!  When Jesus died on the cross, His body was laid in a tomb.  Days of darkness past; days 
of sorrow, grief and confusion.  God made a way for life to be everlasting through the atoning sacrifice 
of Christ our Lord.  God continues to amaze us daily; if only we are attentive.  Imagine Simeon; who 
waited at the temple day after day; waiting on the promise of seeing our Savior.  We love to rejoice in 
the day Simeon finally beheld Jesus.  How many days did he wait? How beautiful to God was his 
hope? What hope was in Mary as she went to the tomb in the darkness of that resurrection 
morning?  How do we respond to waiting for God's promise?  Some of our days will be dark and 
cold.  Though we cannot see or feel the Lord in those places; In God's great love; God is closer to us 
in places of darkness; than we are to ourselves.  God is glorified in our faithful waiting. The Lord's 
coming is sure. May we rejoice always and ever in the Lord's coming!  

                                                                                                                                            
God Bless You! 

Pastor John 
 
 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
 

EXHALE – YOUTH NEWS 
 

Choose today to make a change.  

Today is a new day - ready for action and brimming with possibilities. But, if we don’t choose 

to change, this great opportunity will be wasted. Often times, it is easy to sit quietly and watch 

the world change around us. We don’t speak up when we see injustice or prejudice. We 

dream of a better tomorrow but don’t do anything today to make that happen. As youth, it is 

easy to rely on adults to make the hard decisions for us. But how do we expect the future 

world to be better if we don’t take action today? How will our future play out if others are 

making decisions for us? If we as young adults don’t stand up for what we believe in and start 

taking action to change our world, then the “change of the future” will never come. This is why 

I think mission trip is so important. We see that there are people in need around the world. 

We talk about helping others in our lessons. We watch the news and see so much hate. 

Mission trip is when we stand up and make a change. We have a hand in helping the future 

look just a little brighter because we are helping those in need. We are taking our talk in our 

lessons and turning it into action. We are bringing a little bit of love to a world filled with hate. 

We may not be able to fix all the world’s problems because, let's be honest, it has a lot. But 

one mission trip at a time, we can change lives and spread the love that we have in our hearts 

in hopes that others will want to do the same. 
 

April 

Sunday, April 2nd: Exhale 4-5:30 

Saturday April 8th: Trivia Night - Exhale Members Be there at 4, Doors open at 5, Trivia at 6 

Sunday, April 9th: Exhale 4-5:30 

Saturday, April 15th: Help with Easter Egg Hunt - Start helping with set up at 9 

Sunday, April 16th: Easter Sunday - NO EXHALE 

Sunday, April 23rd: Exhale 4-5:30 

Sunday, April 30th: Exhale 4-5:30 

 
EXHALE YOUTH TRIVIA NIGHT: 
 

Exhale will be hosting a Trivia Night on April 8th. Trivia starts at 6pm, doors open at 5pm. $10 

a person, up to 10 people per table. There will be a silent auction, gift certificate game, and 

attendance prizes. Water will be provided and soda will be for sale. Bring snacks for your 

table. Get your tables together now!  



Church Council Meeting Summary – March 9, 2017 
Submitted by Ronna Renken, Salem Church Council Secretary  

 
“We are God’s children called to seek, share, teach, and continue to experience the Word of God.” 

 
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by President Steve Stille at 7:00 p.m. with 8 Council 

members, Pastor Jerry, and three guests present. 

 

Devotion – Pastor Jerry led an opening prayer. 

 

Guest: Ben Hoeft reported on performance of three investment accounts over the last 8 months.   

Motion made and seconded to accept the Market Strength Fund (11%, maturing soon); Motion carried. 

Motion made and seconded to accept the Target Dividend Blend to the domestic account (High Quality 

Dividend Portfolio, U.S. based); Motion carried. 

Motion made and seconded to accept to invest in the Interest Rate Hedge Portfolio (tobacco-free) fund; 

Motion carried. 
 
The minutes of the February meeting were approved by acclamation. 
 
Treasurer’s Report/Approval of Report – The chair cost is reflected in the Memorial Fund; the 

collection for the Bolen family is also reflected on the report.  Motion made and seconded to accept 

Treasurer’s Report, motion carried. 
 
Outstanding Bills/Approval to Pay – Motion made and seconded to accept to pay the bills presented 

with a few additions (received after the report was printed), motion carried. 
 
Committee Reports – Minutes were submitted for the following committees: 

 BOCE  

 Evangelism/Worship  

 Mission/Stewardship – Pastor Jerry said that anyone interested in going to Ecuador this summer 

should speak to a member of the committee. 

 Property – Motion made and seconded to accept to accept the Bush Pest Control termite contract at 

the cost of $1,100 for ten years of termite control.  The motion was amended that the payment to 

come from the Property budget.  Motion carried.   

 Personnel – No meeting 

 Vision Committee – 
 
President’s Report 

 Communion – April 2: Jerri, Jill prepare; Ronna, Richelle, Kris, Patrick, Nancy, Christopher serve. 
Maundy Thursday April 13; Kris and Richelle prepare, Patrick, Ronna serve. 

 Counting Schedule – April: Jill, Ron, Patrick, Steve (Kris will cover for Patrick on Easter Sunday) 

 Disposing of old chairs – Discussion on how to dispose of old chairs.  It was decided to stay with 

the motion we acted on last month to offer them 4 chairs @ $10.00.  Property Committee will be 

asked to oversee the sale. 
 
Pastor’s Report 

 Spouse Health Insurance – Pastor Jerry reported they spoke to an insurance broker; there is 

nothing available that is comparable to what is currently in place. 

 Vacation – Pastor Jerry will be off the week after Easter to spend time with family. 

 From the Evangelism/Worship minutes: Our conference minister, Rev. Shannon Johnson, will be 

here May 14.   

 Pastor Jerry also reported on staff issues. 
 

Old Business – The Property Committee will decide the date for the chair sale. 
 

New Business - None 
 

Communications – Thank you letter received from Hoyleton. 
 

Next Meeting – Thursday, April 6th, 2017 @ 7:00 p.m.   Our regular meeting date, April 13, falls on 

Maundy Thursday.  
 
Addendum:  We received notice that Office Coordinator Melissa Taylor submitted her resignation due to 

health concerns on March 13, 2017.  Via email, the Council voted to accept her resignation. 

 
 

Note:  The approved minutes of all Church Council meetings are available in the church office. 

 



Salem UCC Treasurer's Report 
 

(Month Ending 02/29/2016) 
 

                          Salem UCC Treasurer's Report  

                       Month ending February 28, 2017  

      

  Current Activity  YTD Activity  

      

Beginning General Fund Balance  
9,582.33  

 
6,366.21  

 

Offering-Loose  8,800.15   15,703.13   

Offering-Envelopes  6,789.00   16,096.00   

Facility Use Donations  3,380.00  
 

3,630.00   

Interest Income-General Fund  1.51  
 

2.73   

Benevolence Received  830.00   2,356.00   

Total General Fund Income  19,800.66  
 

37,787.86   

     
 

Salaries                  10,138.18                   19,208.93   

Employee Benefits                    3,057.73                     3,493.78   

Maintenance/Property Services                       572.90  
 

                     634.43   

Insurance                               -    
 

                  1,777.00   

Utilities  1,998.72  
 

3,984.69   

Supplies-General  913.49   1,609.45   

Professional Expense  787.46   942.43   

Miscellaneous  20.00  
 

20.00   

Worship  27.50   215.95   

Christian Education  75.12   240.62   

Evangelism  (15.00)  (15.00)  

Stewardship  35.60  
 

65.60   

Pastoral Care  49.60   254.50   

Total General Fund Expenses  17,661.30  
 

32,432.38   

  
   

 

Ending General Fund Balance   $             11,721.69  
 

 $             11,721.69   

      

Beginning Memorial Fund Balance  
23,988.05   22,938.55  

 

Memorials received  4,301.75  
 

5,451.75  

 Miscellaneous Receipts                               -    
 

40.00   
  

   
 

Memorial Fund Expense:  

   

 

Passageway door  
 

 (140.50)  

Parish Hall Chairs  (4,452.85)  (4,452.85)  

Ending Memorial Fund Balance   $             23,836.95  
 

 $             23,836.95   

      

Building Fund Balance  43,606.52  
 

42,981.52   

Building Fund Offering  235.00  
 

860.00  
 

  

   

 

Ending Building Fund Balance   $             43,841.52  
 

 $             43,841.52   

      

Sabbatical Fund Balance  13,896.12  

 

13,896.12   

Contribution from Men's Fellowship  1,000.00  

 

1,000.00   

Ending Sabbatical Fund Balance   $             14,896.12  
 

 $             14,896.12   

 
 

   
 

Endowment Fund Beginning Balance  61,882.46  
 

61,882.46   

  no activity  
   

 

 
 

   
 

Beginning Investment Fund Balance  186,533.97  
 

183,440.49   

Change in Market Value  5,174.31  
 

8,267.79   

Ending Investment Fund Balance   $           191,708.28  
 

 $           191,708.28   

      

Beginning Mission Matching Fund Balance  112,303.87  
 

110,405.24   

Change in Market Value  2,094.93  
 

3,993.56   

Ending Mission Matching Fund Balance   $           114,398.80  
 

 $           114,398.80   

 
 

   
 

Beginning Reserve Fund Balance  25,943.54  
 

25,928.04   

Interest Income-Reserve Fund  14.06  
 

29.56   

Ending Reserve Fund Balance   $             25,957.60  
 

 $             25,957.60   

 
     

Beginning Other Restricted Fund Balance  1,724.11  
 

1,704.11   

Donations for HD Camera ($270 to date)  100.00  
 

120.00   

Donations for family house fire  2,304.15  
 

2,304.15   

 
  $               4,128.26  

 
 $               4,128.26   

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 Salem Seekers  
 
 
 

 

Easter Rotation 
 

April 2 April 9 April 16 April 23 
 

April 30 

 

Gathering Room 
 

Opening 
8:45 – 9:05 a.m. 

Opening 
8:45 – 9:05 a.m. 

Opening 
8:45 – 9:05 a.m. 

Opening 
8:45 – 9:05 a.m. 

 

 

All Children 
Faith Island 
Drama by  
The Youth 

All Children 
Faith Island 

Crafts 
 

NO SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

 
 

All Children 
Gathering 

Room 
Media 

All Children 
Disciples 

Dunes 
Cooking 

 

Gathering Room 
 

Closing 
9:40 – 9:50 a.m. 

Closing 
9:40 – 9:50 a.m. 

Closing 
9:40 – 9:50 a.m. 

Closing 
9:40 – 9:50 a.m. 

 

 

 

All children will start in the Gathering Room at 8:45 a.m. 
After the opening gathering, the children will be led to their specific workshop by their shepherds. 

Please pick up your child in the Gathering Room at 9:50 a.m. 
 

******************************************************************************************************************* 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

June 12 – 15, 2017 

6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. (Nightly) 
 

 

DuBois Center Camp 

Funding Policy 
 

If you PLAN ON SUPPORT from the Board of 
Christian Education and the Men’s Fellowship, 
you MUST provide a copy of the registration to the 
Salem UCC church office, so that the Board of 
Christian Education knows how many children they 
are going to support. 

If a parent selects Actual Cost as described in 
the 2017 Summer Adventures Tiered Pricing, then 
the Board of Christian Education will pay 1/3 of 
the Actual Cost, the Men’s Fellowship will pay 1/3 of 
the Actual Cost, and the parent will be responsible for 
1/3 of the Actual Cost. 

If the parent has a concern with their portion of 
the Actual Cost, then they should see Pastor Jerry 
Amiri in confidence. 

Thanks, 
Board of Christian Education

 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 
 

 
WHEN: Saturday, April 15, 2017 
TIME: 10:00am @ Salem UCC 

WHO: Youth (newborn thru 5th grade) 
Rain or Shine 

 
Remember there is NO Sunday School on Easter, Sunday, April 16 

*************************************************************************************************************** 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

We need your help in filling the Easter Eggs.  In the hallway, there are plenty of eggs.  Last year, we 

had over 1000 eggs.  Please grab a sack and fill them with goodies (individual wrapped candy, small 

toys or treats, etc) and return the sack to the hallway by Good Friday – April 14th.  We appreciate all 

your support.  THANKS! 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
 



HITZ MEMORIAL HOME 

BLESSINGS BENEFIT CONCERT 

♩ ♪ ♫ ♬ ♩ ♪ ♫ ♬  

APRIL 23, 2017   

3:00 PM 

to be held at 

SALEM UCC CHURCH 

ALHAMBRA, IL    

♩ ♪ ♫ ♬ ♩ ♪ ♫ ♬  

PERFORMANCES FROM AREA CHURCHES & HITZ RESIDENTS 

A BLESSINGS OFFERING: Will be taken to help fund the 3rd phase of the kitchen 

remodel- this consists of a mobile island to be used by the residents daily. 

COME LISTEN TO THE MUSIC! 

 (Sponsored by Hitz Auxiliary Board) 

******************************************************************************************************************* 

Hitz Memorial Home Butterfly Garden 
 

 

The 7th grade Confirmation class is working to enhance the entrance to the Butterfly Garden at the 
Hitz Memorial Home as their mission project.  If you would like to make a monetary donation towards 
their project, please make you check payable to Salem Church and write “Hitz Home Butterfly 
Garden” on the memo line.  If you have any questions, please contact Justin or Melanie Bonnell. 
Thank you for your support. 

 
******************************************************************************************************************* 

 

LOOKING FOR ALL GRADUATES³  

If you are or know someone who is graduating from high school, college, trade school, or graduate school this 
year, please contact the church office at 488-3215 or salemuccalh@gmail.com by Sunday, April 30.  
Graduates will be recognized at the 10:00 a.m. worship service on Sunday, May 22.  There will be a reception 
honoring the graduates following the worship service in the upstairs Parish Hall.   
 

The church office also would like a picture of the graduate and a short paragraph on the graduate consisting of 
full name (including middle), name of parents, name of school graduating from, date of graduation (at least 
month and year), if from college the degree graduating with, and future plans such as further education or 
career.  If you have any questions, please contact the church office.  Thank you.   
 
******************************************************************************************************************* 

 
Men’s Fellowship & Women’s Guild 

 

 
 

Next Meeting of the Men’s Fellowship & Women’s Guild: 
 

The next Men’s Fellowship & Women’s Guild meeting will be on Thursday, April 20, at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Family Night: 
 

Family Night was on Saturday, March 18.  Everyone enjoyed a wonderful meal catered by Sundae Best;  
entertainment as provided by “B” Street Band  Thank you to all who came!!! 

 

April Golden Agers Are: 
 

Bob Mindrup on April 13 & Elinor Stille on April 19 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
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Nursery Schedule 
 

 

April 2 
 

April 9  
 

April 16 
 

April 23 
 

 

April 30 
 

Amanda Brase 
Jennifer Hunsche 

Richelle Ernst 
Jill Verson 

Ashley Prott 
Donita Prott 

Sarah Doubet 
Heather Luitjohan 

 

Tiffany Gillison 
Emily Stille 

 

 
 
 

 

Worship Schedule 
 

 
 

Date 
 

Scripture Readings Sermon Title Pastor 

April 2 – 10 a.m. 
Worship with Communion 

John 11:1-45 
Ezekiel 37: 1-14 

Rise Up! Rev. Jerry Amiri 

April 9 – 10 a.m. 
Worship 

Matthew 21:1-11 
Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29 

Riding on a Donkey Rev. Jerry Amiri 

April, 13, 2017 
Worship with Communion  

John 13: 1-17, 31b-35  The Servant of All Rev. Jerry Amiri 

April, 14, 2017 
Worship 

Tenebrae Service Good Friday Rev. Jerry Amiri 

April 16 – 6:30 a.m. 
Worship 

John 20:1-18  Easter Rev. Jerry Amiri 

April 16 – 8 a.m. 
Worship 

John 20:1-18  Easter Rev. Jerry Amiri 

April 16 – 10 a.m. 
Praise Worship   

John 20:1-18  Easter Rev. Jerry Amiri 

April 23 – 10 a.m. 
Worship 

Psalm 16 
1 Peter 1: 3-9 

"Glory to God" Pastor John Mindrup 

April 30 – 10 a.m. 
Worship 

Luke 24:13-35 
Acts 2: 14a, 36-41 

On the Road Rev. Jerry Amiri 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Communion Schedule for Hitz Home 
 

April 2 – 10 a.m. 
 

 

Lisa Schuetz 

 

 
  In an attempt to reduce the waste of hymn sheets being printed and not used - after much 

discussion, the Evangelism/Worship Committee has recommended to cut back on the number 

of hymn sheets printed for services.  You are encouraged to use the hymnals.  Hymns not in 

our hymnals will be printed. However, if you would like a large print hymn, ask the usher for a 

large print hymn sheet as needed. 

Evangelism/ Worship Committee 

  Date      Acolytes      Greeter(s)  Liturgist                      Ushers 

   Apr. 2 
 (10am) 

     Reese Bolen 
      Kody Ouart 

       Anita Cain   Laura Muench            Paige Basler/Judy Blom 
      Justin Bonnell/Laura Muench 
              Laverne Korsmeyer 

  Apr. 9 
  (10am) 

   Elizabeth Brown 
      Erin Brown 

     Jim Annable       Dagmar  
      Annable 

                  Ken Gehrig 
      Lewis & Lorene Knackstedt 
          Steve Stille/Ken Suhre 

  Apr. 16 
  (8am) 

 Need Volunteers        Patty Uhe        Patti 
   Reckmann 
 

          Gale Bolen/Anita Cain 
     Dennis Conrad/Larry McGee 
                   Ken Suhre 

  Apr. 16 
  (10am) 

 Need Volunteers         Dave &  
 Jerri Riechmann 

 Laura Muench     Brian Duncan/Connie Duncan 
   Emily Duncan/Katelyn Duncan 
       Gene & Terri Templeman 

  Apr. 23 
  (10am) 

   Shayden Hogg 
     Sayde Hogg 

 Jerry & Ann Frank  Laura Muench Kelsey Dauderman/Amy Henschen 
                 Krista Miller 
       Chad & Tara Schuster 

  Apr. 30 
  (10am) 
 

   Clara Doubet 
    Grace Ouart 

       Wayne &  
       Alice Stille 

    Irving Gray    Joe Dauderman/Cindy Henschen 
                  Susi Miller 
          Erika & Zach Schlechte 



Easter Breakfast 
 

Please join us for breakfast on Easter Sunday, April 16.  Serving will begin in the Parish Hall 
following the 6:30 a.m. Sunrise worship and will continue until 7:45 a.m.  The breakfast will 
open again at 9:00 a.m. and will continue until 9:45 a.m.  The menu will include breakfast 
casseroles, breakfast pastries, fresh fruit, juice, milk, and coffee.  Please sign up outside the 
church office if you can bring a breakfast casserole or pastry dish to share.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                               STEPHEN MINISTRY 

If you are sad or struggling inside, do not suffer alone.  Ask for help.   
We have a team of Stephen Ministers who are ready to listen, care, 
encourage, pray, and help you through a tough time. (It is confidential 
too!)  Find out more about Stephen Ministry by talking with one of  
our Stephen Leaders listed below.   
Our Stephen Ministers are there to care!  

 
Rev. Jerry Amiri: (C) 636-328-3332  
Pastor John Mindrup: (C) 618-409-3941  
Betty Imboden: (C) 618-973-0572 

 
The Salem Wire 

 
There is a lot that happens from Sunday to Sunday—deaths, births, 
weddings, etc.  Wouldn’t it be nice to know these things sooner 
than later?  The Salem Wire is an email message delivery system 
where you would receive notice of events and happenings in the 
Church.  To sign up for the Salem Wire, please email the church 
office at salemuccalh@gmail.com. 

 
The Salem E-Messenger 

 
Would you rather receive The Messenger by email?  The Salem E-
Messenger is a delivery system where you would receive The 
Messenger and all committee meeting minutes by email instead of 
regular mail.  To sign up for the Salem E-Messenger, please email 
the church office at salemuccalh@gmail.com. 

 
 

Salem UCC Scholarship 
 

Deadline: Sunday, April 30, 2017 
 

Salem UCC scholarship applications may be picked up  
in the church office or on the table outside the church office. 

Passion Week & Easter Sunday Schedule : 
 

     Sunday, April 9th: Palm/Confirmation Sunday 
          8:45 a.m.  Salem Seekers (Sunday School) 
        10:00 a.m.  Worship  
 

     Thursday, April 13th:  Maundy Thursday   
 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship with Altar Communion 

 
     Friday, April 14th: Good Friday     

        7:00 p.m. Good Friday Worship / Tenebrae Service 
 

     Saturday,  April 15th:  Easter Egg Hunt 
            10:00 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt with Donuts, Muffins, & Fruit to Follow 

 
     Sunday, April 16th:  Easter Sunday 

  6:30 a.m.  Easter Sunrise Service  
            7:00 – 7:45 a.m. Easter Breakfast 

 8:00 a.m.  Easter Worship with Pew Communion 
            9:00 – 9:45 a.m. Easter Breakfast 

   No Salem Seekers (Sunday School) 
           10:00 a.m. Easter Worship with Altar Communion 

 

 

2017 SALEM CHURCH COUNCIL: 

President Steve Stille 

Vice-President Richelle Ernst 

Secretary Ronna Renken 

Treasurer Jill Verson 

Financial Secretary Chris Uhe 

Nancy Heidbrink 

Kris Lynn 

Ron Mindrup 

Derik Payne 

Jerri Riechmann 

Patrick Stille 

Judy Zimmerman 

 
 

 

Pastor Parish Personnel 

Committee: 

Dagmar Annable 

Sherri Korsemeyer 

Krista Mansholt 

Jerri Riechmann 

Ken Suhre 

Lisa Uhe 
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Salem UCC Family and Friends 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 April Birthdays 
  
  

 

 

April 1 
Donal Reagan 

 

April 2 
Donna Miller 

Chad Schuster 
 

April 3 
Steve Stille 

Larry Bloemker 
Tyler Reinhardt 

 

April 4 
Justin Stumpf 

 

April 5 
Ginny Gehrig 

Rick Porter Sr. 
Michael Dauderman 

 

 
 
 
 

April 6 
Alexander Dugan 

 

April 7 
Sarah Randle 

 

April 8 
Andy Miller 

 

April 9 
Brian Suhre 

Heath Follwell 
 

April 10 
Ron Mindrup 
Jessica Mills 

Derek Ahlmeyer 
 

April 11 
Joyce Adesanya 

Erin Brown 
 

 
 
 

April 12 
Linda Korsmeyer 

Jim Annable 
Barry Quade 

Caroline Bolyard 
 

April 13 
Bob Mindrup 
James Burton 

 

April 14 
Bethany Reckmann 

Kieran Mettler 
Riley Mansholt 

 

April 16 
Isla Stille 

 

April 17 
Eugene Froman 

 

 
 
 
 

April 18 
Joe Reinhardt 
Richard Harper 

 

April 19 
Elinor Stille 
Colby Hosto 

 

April 20 
Steve Lynn 

Logan Duffin 
 

April 21 
LaDonna Utley 
Casey Cornejo 
Destiny Odle 

 

April 22 
Kevin Brink 

Sarah Doubet 
 

April 23 
Jenna Boxell 

 

 

 

April 24 
June Lienemann 
Matt Collmann 

 

April 25 
Joseph Whitworth 

Lacey Buzick 
 

April 26 
Collin Reckman 
Joseph Sanders 

 

April 27 
Jean Wirz 

Makenna Quade 
 

April 28 
David Poggemoeller 

  

April 29 
Peter Babic 

Jeremy Schmidt 
Bianca Valsecchi 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
 

 

 

Prayer List 
 
 

Cancer Concerns: 
Reverend Arnold Bizer/Doug Bizer 

 Jack Frandsen/Wayne Gentry / Pat Hinton 
 

Health Concerns: 
Connie Abert (Niece-in-Law of Fern Scheller) / Verna Abert 

Dagmar Annable / Quintin Byrne (Cousin of Lisa Reinhardt)  
Diana Donohoo / Helen Dugan  
Ginny Gehrig / Lester Gentry  

Larry Kaufman / Marie Mindrup    
Melvin Roberts / Wayne Stille   

 

Alhambra Care Center: 
Velma Henkhaus 

 

Eden Village: 
Hilbert & Verna Klenke 

 

Faith Countryside Homes/Apartments: 
Dorothy Knabel 

 

Highland Home: 
Anita Suhre 

 

Hitz Memorial Home: 
Bob Dauderman/Julann Hastings/Orlean 

Hosto / Electa Leitch / Vernon Otto 
 

Our Servicemen & Servicewomen: 
Lt. Col. Derek Bright / Thomas Eyman 

Airman Dustin Garner / 2Lt. Sarah Guithues  
Jason Schlechte / Sgt. Kenny Randle   

Jared Thiems / Kyle Thornton  
2Lt. Robert Guithues 

 
 

 
 
  

 

 

April Anniversaries 

04/01/2005  Jeff & Alicia McGee 

04/07/2007 Adam & Megan Mollet 

04/08/1973 Mike & Mary Stumpf 

04/09/1994 Jeff & Julia Hobbs 

04/12/1997 Kirby & Laura Knackstedt 

04/16/1977 Ron & Rhonda Schmidt 

04/22/1983 Doug & Nancy Heidbrink 

04/22/1994 Mitch & Sharyn Gieseking 

04/24/1949 Hilbert & Verna Klenke 

04/25/2015 Eric & Mary Starr 

04/27/2012 Craig & Courtney Wright 

 

Thank you for the phones calls, cards, flowers, 

and prayers during the loss of our husband, 

father and Grandpa Blom.  Thank you all for 

the food brought to the house and to the 

luncheon at church.  Your visits, phone calls, 

and prayers helped us at this difficult time in 

our live. 

Judy Blom and Family 



 

A pril C alendar  
   

  

Sunday        Apr. 2  8:45am Salem Seekers (Sunday School) 

              10:00am Worship with Communion  

               Praise Team Practice after Worship 

        4:00-5:30pm Exhale 

Monday        Apr. 3           10:00am Monday Morning Reflections at Maedge’s 

Tuesday           Apr. 4  6:30pm Evangelism/Worship Committee Meeting 

                                                  7:00pm Property Committee Meeting 

Wednesday      Apr. 5  5:45pm Salem Chimes Practice 

     6:00pm Confirmation Rehearsal      

      6:15pm Salem Ringers Practice 

     7:00pm Lenten Worship 

       Salem Chancel Choir Practice following Worship  

Thursday        Apr. 6  7:00pm Church Council Meeting 

Saturday        Apr. 8  6:30pm Exhale Youth Trivia Night 

Sunday        Apr. 9  8:45am Salem Seekers (Sunday School) 

              10:00am Worship   

       Praise Team Practice after Worship 

         4:00-5:30pm Exhale 

Monday        Apr. 10           10:00am Monday Morning Reflections at Maedge’s 

Wednesday     Apr. 12  6:00pm Salem Chimes Practice   

      6:30pm Salem Ringers Practice 

     7:30pm Salem Chancel Choir Practice   

Thursday        Apr. 13  7:00pm  Maundy Thursday Service 

Friday       April 14              7:00 pm         Good Friday Tenebrae Service 

Saturday         April 15            10:00am Easter Egg Hunt 

Sunday        Apr. 16    No Salem Seekers (Sunday School)           

                                                  6:30am         Sunrise Service 

       8:00 am & 10:00am       Worship  

         4:00-5:30pm Exhale 

     6:30pm Praise Team Practice 

Monday        Apr. 17           10:00am Monday Morning Reflections at Maedge’s          

Tuesday        Apr. 18  9:00am May Messenger Articles Due 

                                                  7:00pm Vision Committee Meeting  

Wednesday     Apr. 19  6:00pm Salem Chimes Practice       

      6:30pm Salem Ringers Practice 

     7:30pm Salem Chancel Choir Practice 

Thursday        Apr. 20            7:00pm Guild & Brotherhood Meeting  

Sunday        Apr. 23  8:45am Salem Seekers (Sunday School) 

              10:00am Worship   

       Praise Team Practice after Worship 

                                               3:00pm Hitz Memorial Home Blessings Benefit Concert 

               4:00-5:30pm Exhale 

Monday        Apr. 24           10:00am Monday Morning Reflections at Maedge’s 

Wednesday     Apr. 26    No Salem Chimes Practice       

      6:30pm Salem Ringers Practice 

     7:30pm Salem Chancel Choir Practice 

Thursday        Apr. 27    6:30pm Stephen Ministry Meeting 

Sunday        Apr. 30  8:45am Salem Seekers (Sunday School) 

             10:00am Worship   

       Praise Team Practice after Worship 

         4:00-5:30pm Exhale               
 



******************************************************************************************************************* 

Mission Fest Sunday 
 

On Mission Fest Sunday, May 7, Brenda Crisp Program Administrator for Uni-Pres-Kinder 
Cottage will be sharing updates from Kinder Cottage.  To show our support, we are asking for 
the following items: 

 Paper Goods:  

 Toilet Tissue 

 Napkins 

 Paper Towels 

 Kleenex 
Healthy Snacks 
A potluck luncheon will immediately follow worship.  Please bring a side dish and/or a dessert 
to share for the potluck luncheon.  Meat will be provided by the Men’s Fellowship. 
 
******************************************************************************************************************* 

Livestream * 
 

Have you ever had one of those days that for whatever reason you cannot make it to 
church?  Fear not!  Salem Church uses Livestream to broadcast our worship services.  
Here are four easy steps to watch the worship service online: 

 
1. Go to Livestream.com 
2. Click on “Watch.” 
3. In the search box (top left), type “Salem UCC.” 
4. Click on the black and white picture of the church, and you will either see the 

live broadcast of the worship service or you can look for archived services. 
 

Thanks to generous donations a new High Definition Livestream camera was installed.  
As a result, the picture quality has improved.  Please check it out! 
 
***********************************************************************************************************

 

From the Historical Committee 
 

The year 1910 was an extremely important one in the history of Salem.  The expansion and 

remodeling of Salem Church in 1910 added the wings to make the church into the shape of a 

cross and the entire interior was renovated.  This project was completed by September 1910 

when Salem celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the congregation.  Stop by the display cabinet 

in the passageway to learn more about the events at Salem in 1910. 

 

***********************************************************************************************************
 

NEED A CHAIR? 

Thanks to the Men’s Fellowship, we have new chairs for the Parish Hall. 

 

Now... what to do with the old chairs? 

The old chairs will be offered to Salem members - 4 for $10.00.  If you would like to purchase 

some chairs, they will be available on Saturday, April 29th from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 pm and 

Sunday April 30 immediately after church.  All proceeds will go to the Building Fund. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Salem United Church of Christ 
     1117 West North Street 
     Alhambra, Illinois 62001 
    Phone: 618-488-3215 
    Fax: 618-488-3212 

 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

 
Rev. Jerry Amiri, Senior Pastor 
Pastor John Mindrup, Assistant Pastor 
Rev. Arnold A. Bizer, Pastor Emeritus 
Becca Braundmeier, Youth Director 
Dawn Reinhardt, Music Director 
Patti Reckmann, Custodian 
 
 

The Messenger 
  ~ A Communication Ministry of Salem United Church of Christ ~ 

 

Church’s Email: salemuccalh@gmail.com 
Pastor’s Email:  jerryamiri@hotmail.com 

Web Address: www.salemuccalh.org 
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Pastor Jerry’s Office Hours: 
 

 

Tuesday – Thursday:  
9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.   

(Available for Walk-Ins and Appointments) 
 
 
 

~ 2017 FINANCIAL REPORT ~ 
 

      January         Year-to-Date 

GENERAL FUND 

Offering –         $  15,589            $    31,799 

Expenses –         $  17,661            $    32,432 

Difference –         $   (2,072)    $      (633) 

 

Other Income –  (i.e. facilities rental, etc.)       

     $    3,381    $       3,632 

Net Change –                  $    1,690            $      2,999 

 

BENEVOLENCE 

OCWM –           $       245       $         666 

Other Benevolence –      $       585    $      1,690 

Total –         $       830            $      2.356 

 

 

 

 

Would You Like  

Home Communion or a Visit  

From Pastor Jerry? 
 
 

If you would like or know of someone who would like  
home communion or a visit from Pastor Jerry  

in your home for conversation and prayer, 
please contact him to schedule a time. 

 
Church – 618-488-3215 / Cell – 636-328-3332  

Email – jerryamiri@hotmail.com 
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