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We are God’s children called to seek, share, teach, and continue to experience the Word of God. 
 

 
 

Meet me in the crowd, People, people 
Throw your love around, Love me, love me 

Shiny happy people holding hands, Shiny happy people laughing 
 

~ Shiny Happy People by R.E.M. 
 
 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Believe in God, believe also in me.”     
~ John 14:1 

 
 

Have you ever thought of yourself as “shiny?”  It might seem odd to use “shiny” as an adjective for people; 
however, perhaps it should be used.  If we were to consider scripture when looking at the word, “shiny,” we 
might find the word more apt than we thought.  Often Jesus is referred to as the “Light of the World.”  What 
does a flashlight do?  It shines; therefore, the light is shiny.  If we are to be like Jesus, then we need to be, you 
guessed it, shiny. 
 

What does it mean to be shiny like Jesus?  Everything Jesus did was in obedience to God.  Therefore it stands 
to be reason that to be “shiny” we need to be obedient to God.  Jesus showed us to be inclusive of everyone, 
even the disenfranchised.  Therefore, to be shiny, we must include everyone at the table.  Jesus treated 
everyone as family; therefore, we are called to treat everyone as family.  What is the root of Jesus’ obedience, 
inclusiveness, and treatment of everyone?  Love!   
 

Love is a happy emotion.  If our understanding of God is that He is love, it makes sense that we are called to 
be shiny, happy people.  Admittedly, sometimes life gets in the way of happiness.  Happiness is a choice.  
When life’s challenges are huge and when they tear and strain at our well-being, we have a choice on how we 
react to them.  We have the capacity and free will to meet any challenge and come to a place where we can 
find happiness.  Over the years, there have been a number of sayings reminding us that happiness is a choice: 
"When life gives you lemons, make lemonade." or “You'll never find a rainbow if you're looking down.”   
 
The text I go to when I am feeling overwhelmed is Matthew 6:25-26: Therefore I tell you, do not worry about 
your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear.  Is not life more than 
food, and the body more than clothing?  Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not of more value than they? 
 

Jesus is calling us to be shiny, happy people.  So let your God light shine! 
 

Blessings, 

Pastor JerryPastor JerryPastor JerryPastor Jerry    
    
 

 
 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
    

Monday Morning Reflections With Pastor JerryMonday Morning Reflections With Pastor JerryMonday Morning Reflections With Pastor JerryMonday Morning Reflections With Pastor Jerry    
    

Starting Monday, July 6, Monday Morning Reflections will meet earlier at 9:30 a.m. due to the 
AHMA’s Sack Lunch Program.  Hope you will come and join us at Maedge’s to have a cup of 
coffee, discuss the sermon, read scripture together, and talk about whatever is on your mind. 

 
 

******************************************************************************************************************* 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Did You Know?Did You Know?Did You Know?Did You Know?    
 

Who were the members of the confirmation class in 1965? 
 

� "TO BE CONFIRMED - ALHAMBRA - The confirmation class of Salem Church will receive the rite 
of confirmation on Palm Sunday, April 11.  Members of the class are James Abert, Carol Henschen, 
Gary Henschen, Gerry Klenke, Clifford Mueller, Bobbie Reckman, Leonard Suhre, and Allan 
Tipsword."  This article was printed in the Edwardsville Intelligencer on Tuesday, April 6, 1965.   
 

� This confirmation class will celebrate their 50th Anniversary at our Confirmation Homecoming 
on Sunday, August 2.  The Historical Committee hopes all confirmands of Salem will attend and 
offer them congratulations. 

 



““““Giving It Over to GodGiving It Over to GodGiving It Over to GodGiving It Over to God””””    
 

 

(Suggested Readings: Psalm 51 & Philippians 3:12-21)  
 

As we mature, it becomes increasingly evident that we do not do our best in giving to God.  The particular 
giving I have chosen to address here is our burdens, especially our wrongs, our sins, our mistakes, and our 
omissions.  One would think we would happily give up our burdens.   
 

I once heard a story sounding so perfectly human.  Here is the story:  There was a man who was walking down 
a long, rough road with an extremely heavy backpack weighing as much as he did.  Stooped nearly to the 
ground, the man did not hear or see the team of horses and wagon coming up so effortlessly from behind.  The 
driver having compassion on the burdened man offered him a ride.  The weary man nodded with a faint smile 
and with a struggle climbed up on the wagon.  The driver and the excellent team of horses thundered off.  As 
the driver looked over, he could see the man was still wearing the huge cumbersome backpack.  The weary 
traveler's legs were still trembling from the strain on his back.  The driver shook his head and said, "Friend, 
take that load off your back!"  The man replied, “You already have done too much by giving me a ride.  I 
couldn't ask you to assume the burden of my load as well.”  This story is certainly absurd, yet it is so much like 
us.   
 

We not only fail to give everything to God, but often we take back some of the burden we once gave to God.  I 
know because I have been there!  By our stubborn refusal to give our burdens to God, we are unwittingly 
demeaning the power of Christ's atoning sacrifice.  We cannot carry the burden home.  It must be lifted by 
Christ and no other!  As for our sins and mistakes, we need to take them to the Lord in repentance and leave 
them at the feet of Jesus—never to be considered again!  Anything less is an affront to Christ and a testament 
to our foolish pride.  In our days ahead, we need to restore and reconcile the wrongs we have done, and we 
need to move into our new hope through the new creation the Lord has created us to be.   
 

May we daily give our burdens to God.  May we always trust God's way, ask guidance in every matter, and 
know that through obedience good will come, even out of the wrong.  Our Heavenly Father has been making 
light out of darkness for all time.  He can do it through us as well, if only we give it over to Him!  May we daily 
give God all our burdens!     

 

God Bless You! 
Pastor JohnPastor JohnPastor JohnPastor John    

 
 

*******************************************************************************************************************  
 

EEEEXHALEXHALEXHALEXHALE    ––––    YYYYOUTHOUTHOUTHOUTH    NNNNEWSEWSEWSEWS    
 

 

 
“What matters more? Having 100 people in the room unengaged or having 8 who get it?” 

 
Numbers rule a lot of decisions in our lives.  One of the biggest situations where this is true is money.  Money, 
whether we want it to or not, really does rule the world.  While I believe you can be happy without money, 
money does provide us with opportunities that would not have been possible without it.  In a similar scenario, 
we tend to judge an event or meeting based on the number of people who attended.  I myself have done this 
and have used numbers to show how successful something is.  It is a hard habit to get away from.  Someone 
once told me the quote above, and it has always stuck with me.  Do we just want to fill our pews because it 
looks good in the attendance records?  Or do we want to create a community where we are growing and 
evolving together?  If we are to really have this conversation and take a look at what we are doing (and not 
how many we are talking to), then I think we might need to revisit what it means to be a member.   
 

Do you have to be in church every Sunday to be considered a member?  Are the volunteers or youth who only 
come when they are available because life happens any less important than the members who just got a 
perfect attendance pin for the 15th year in a row?  When we get too caught up in the numbers, we tend to fail 
to take a step back and see the bigger picture of what we are really trying to accomplish as a church.  We get 
so worked up in worrying about who isn’t here that we sometimes forget about the people who are here.  So as 
a congregation, let’s worry about who we are reaching and the impact we are making on the world around us 
compared to just what is within our 4 walls.  I think if we strive for this and continue to work at it, by creating an 
environment of growth, we will fix the numbers problem all in itself.  
 

Love Wins, 
Nick Atkins-Harris 
Email: hoosierdrummer60@gmail.com / Cell: 812-589-1918 / Facebook: ExhaleSalemUCC 

 
Important Dates for Exhale: 
 

� July 5:   No Exhale  (Fourth of July Weekend) 
� July 11-18:  Senior High Mission Trip to New Orleans, Louisiana 
� July 12:  No Exhale 
� July 19:  No Exhale 
� July 21:  Summer Movie “How to Train Your Dragon 2” @ 1:00 p.m. 
� July 25:   Mid-High Workday at Hitz Memorial Home @ 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
� July 26:  Exhale @ 2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
� July 28:  Summer Movie “Bring Your Own Movie” @ 1:00 p.m.    



******************************************************************************************************************* 
    

Church Council Meeting SummaryChurch Council Meeting SummaryChurch Council Meeting SummaryChurch Council Meeting Summary 
 

June 11, 2015 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Bobby Frank with 12 Church Council members present.  Pastor 
Jerry led the group in prayer and read the devotion “How Do We Know We’re Christians?”      
 

The Secretary’s Report and Treasurer’s Report were approved. 
 

Committee Reports were presented with the following highlights: 
 

� Evangelism/Worship: Committee is reviewing its committee description for the church’s website. 
 

� Long Range Planning: Salem United Vision (S.U.V.) went well.  Committee is putting together a report 
from the information collected at S.U.V. 

 

� Mission/Stewardship:  Salem has 10 members participating in the Ecuador Mission Trip.  The Mission-
To-Go fundraiser went well. Committee will host another in the fall and a BBQ in the winter.  The 
Alhambra-Hamel Ministerial Alliance will be giving free sack lunches away at the Reading Wagon this 
summer.  They will give away lunches during the months of July into the first week or two of August. 

 

� Property:  Committee is reviewing bids for the Parish Hall doors. 
 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Jerry will switch pulpits with Pastor Christy Eckert from Hamel on Sunday, July 26.  
Region 5 Hitz Home Workday will be on Saturday, July 25, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Workers are needed! 
 

Meeting closed by reciting the Lord’s Prayer.  The next Church Council meeting will be on July 9 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Note:  The approved minutes of all Church Council meetings are available in the church office. 
 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
 

    

Jeff & Laurie FJeff & Laurie FJeff & Laurie FJeff & Laurie Fuuuulk To Be Honored at Shannondalelk To Be Honored at Shannondalelk To Be Honored at Shannondalelk To Be Honored at Shannondale    
 

Many of us have been to Shannondale and have experienced firsthand Jeff & Laurie Fulk's 
ministry.  Under Jeff's guidance, Shannondale has become an important part of not only the 
community, but the Missouri Mid-South and Illinois South Conferences as well. 
 

In honor of Jeff & Laurie Fulk's 20 years of ministry at Shannondale, a Funtime Playground will be 
built.  If you would like to contribute to the funding, please either place your check in the offering 
plate or mail directly to the church office.  Please write "Shannondale" in the memo of your 
check.   I am sure Salem will be generous to help reach the goal of $11,000.00.        ~ Pastor Jerry 

        
 
 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
    

Ahma Flapjack Breakfast FundraiserAhma Flapjack Breakfast FundraiserAhma Flapjack Breakfast FundraiserAhma Flapjack Breakfast Fundraiser    
 

The 6th Annual Alhambra-Hamel Ministerial Alliance (AHMA) Flapjack Breakfast fundraiser will be on 
Saturday, July 18, from 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.  Tickets are $10.00 for an all-you-can-eat breakfast at Immanuel 
UCC in Hamel and are available through the church office.  We hope you can come and support the AHMA 
and have a wonderful breakfast. 
 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
 

Salem United Vision (S.U.V.) 
 
Thanks to all who participated in Salem United Vision (S.U.V.) on May 31.  The Long Range Planning 
Committee will now take all the responses from the questions asked and report back to the congregation in the 
fall.  If you were unable to attend S.U.V. and you would still like to participate, please see the questions below 
that were asked at S.U.V.  Please feel free to answer them and send your responses to the church office.   
 

NOW 
 

� What things are going well at Salem? 
� What things are you proud of at Salem? 

 

GROWING EDGES 
 

� What are some things that you would hope grow and/or improve? 
� What things can you not believe we are doing? 

 

CRYSTAL BALL 
 

� What things do you wish/hope we would do at Salem? 
� What is something we should do at Salem? 
� What is something we must do to continue to be a vibrant church? 

  
******************************************************************************************************************* 



Salem UCC Treasurer's Report 
 

(Month Ending 05/31/2015) 
 
 

  Current Activity  YTD Activity 

     

GENERAL FUND BEGINNING BALANCE  24,983.09  
 

12,521.25  
Offering – Loose  6,285.00  

 
38,390.36  

Offering – Envelopes  10,275.00  
 

51,339.00  
Facility Use Donations  15.00   3,465.00  

Miscellaneous Receipts                     (22.49) 
 

1,727.05  
Interest Income – General Fund  3.83  

 
15.56  

Benevolence Received  475.00   7,074.00  

     Total General Fund Income  17,031.34  
 

102,010.97  
  

   
Salaries                 9,146.14  

 
             46,786.28  

Employee Benefits  445.88   9,738.25  
Maintenance/Property Services  128.54   4,499.15  
Insurance  0.00   3,084.00  
Utilities  2,022.06   9,863.02  
Supplies – General  480.00   3,156.57  
Professional Expense  474.58   1,189.39  
Miscellaneous  0.00   30.00  
Worship  350.30   653.15  
Christian Education  428.99   1,489.60  
Stewardship  0.00  

 
386.87  

Benevolence Paid  0.00  
 

5,118.00  

     Total General Fund Expenses  13,476.49  
 

85,994.28  

GENERAL FUND ENDING BALANCE   $          28,537.94  
 

 $          28,537.94  

     

MEMORIAL FUND BEGINNING BALANCE  73,497.32  
 

73,860.94  
Memorials Received  430.00   1,005.00  
Miscellaneous Receipts  25.00  

 
25.00  

  
        Memorial Fund Expense:  

Worship – Music & Visual  2,011.00   2,802.62  
Other Memorial Projects 3,612.50  

 
3,759.50  

MEMORIAL FUND ENDING BALANCE   $          68,328.82  
 

 $          68,328.82  

     

BUILDING FUND BEGINNING BALANCE  11,510.65  
 

8,580.65  
Building Fund Offering  395.00   3,325.00  

BUILDING FUND ENDING BALANCE   $          11,905.65  
 

 $          11,905.65  

     

SABBATICAL FUND BEGINNING BALANCE              12,896.12              11,896.12  

Contribution from Men's Fellowship  
 

1,000.00  

SABBATICAL FUND ENDING BALANCE   $          12,896.12  
 

 $          12,896.12  

 
 

   
ENDOWMENT FUND BEGINNING BALANCE  59,554.77  

 
61,748.28  

Memorials – Endowment Fund  
 

 45.00  

 
 

        Endowment Fund Disbursements:  
   

Interest Distribution – General Fund  
 

 1,118.53  

Interest Distribution – Benevolence  
 

 1,119.98  

ENDOWMENT FUND ENDING BALANCE   $          59,554.77  
 

 $          59,554.77  

 
 

   
INVESTMENT FUND BEGINNING BALANCE  189,867.05  

 
189,646.93  

Change in Market Value  1,101.71  
 

1,321.83  
Redeemed Investments for Cash Transfer to Mission              (19,000.00) 

 
           (19,000.00) 

INVESTMENT FUND ENDING BALANCE   $        171,968.76  
 

 $        171,968.76  

     

MISSION MATCHING FUND BEGINNING BALANCE  126,474.51  
 

127,751.87  
Change in Market Value  259.73   2,606.37  
Donations for Ecuador  1,600.00  

 
2,400.00  

Cash Transfer to Mission for Trip Balance Due 6/1  19,000.00  
 

19,000.00  
  

        Mission Fund Disbursements:  
   

Mission Match Paid  
  

3,524.00  
Expenditures for Ecuador Mission Trip  0.00  

 
900.00  

MISSION MATCHING FUND ENDING BALANCE  $        147,334.24  
 

$        147,334.24  

 
 

   
RESERVE FUND BEGINNING BALANCE  15,186.67  

 
15,102.56  

Interest Income – Reserve Fund  14.35  
 

98.46  

RESERVE FUND ENDING BALANCE  $          15,201.02  
 

$          15,201.02  

 
    

OTHER RESTRICTED FUND BEGINNING BALANCE  2,249.07  
 

2,623.93  

     Other Restricted Expense:  
   

Grant Expense – 2014 Literacy Grant  345.30  
 

720.16  

OTHER RESTRICTED FUND ENDING BALANCE  $            1,903.77  
 

$            1,903.77  



                                                                    Vacation Bible School Vacation Bible School Vacation Bible School Vacation Bible School (VBS) Report(VBS) Report(VBS) Report(VBS) Report    
 
 

The theme for Vacation Bible School this year was “EVEREST – Conquering Challenges with God’s Mighty 
Power.”  We had crews for Preschool thru 5th grade.  Our nightly attendance average was 41 kids and 12 
Exhale Youth.  We also had many volunteers.  Nightly we averaged 31 adults helping out.  Overall, we had a 
nightly average of 80 people participating in VBS.  Every night we started with an opening in the Parish Hall led 
by Nick Atkins-Harris and his crew.  Then we broke into age appropriate groups.  The kids enjoyed hearing the 
Bible Stories in Bible Expeditions.  They enjoyed the Glacier Games and KidVid Cinema.  In Imagination 
Station, they created some cool crafts and enjoyed snacks.   
 

Each night we learned a different Bible Point, heard the Bible Story & Bible Verse, and met a Bible Buddy.       
 

� Day 1:  The children learned how God provided for Elijah.  They drank water from a brook and received 
food from ravens.  Bible Buddy Klymer presented our Bible Point: God has the power to provide.  
  

� Day 2:  The children heard about how God spoke to Elijah.  They hid from a windstorm, an earthquake, 
and a fire.  Bible Buddy Cliff presented our Bible Point: God has the power to comfort.   

 

� Day 3:  The children learned about how God healed Naaman.  They had to dip seven times in the 
Jordan River to watch their spots disappear.  Bible Buddy Mallory presented our Bible Point: God has 
the power to heal. 

 

� Day 4:  The children learned about Jesus dying on the cross and coming back to life.  They received a 
visit from Peter and placed their fingerprints on a cross to know that God forgives them.  Bible Buddy 
Pike presented our Bible Point: God has the power to forgive. 

 

� Day 5:  The children heard that Jesus promises us an eternal home.  Bible Buddy Yeddy presented our 
Bible Point: God has the power to love us forever.      

 

A total of $285.48 in offering was collected for our KIDZ Helping KIDZ mission project.  This will be split 
between Kindercottage and Hoyleton. 
 

On Sunday, June 14, we concluded VBS with a service in the Parish Hall.  We sang songs from VBS, reviewed 
the Bible Points, and showed the “Spotlight VBS” video. 
 

The children had lots of fun at VBS.  We would like to thank everyone who donated items from our Giving 
Mountain.  Also, we would like to thank all the crew leaders, station leaders, skit crew, and helpers.  There are 
so many people who worked together to make this a great time for the kids, and we really appreciated all your 
help.  We could not have had another successful VBS without you!  
 

                         
                        

                    
    
    
    

    
        Klymer         Klymer         Klymer         Klymer                             Cliff               Cliff               Cliff               Cliff                                                       Mallory                 Mallory                 Mallory                 Mallory                                             Pike               Pike               Pike               Pike                                           YeddyYeddyYeddyYeddy    
 

   

VBS VolunteersVBS VolunteersVBS VolunteersVBS Volunteers    
    

Director 

Paige Basler 
 

Registration 

Paige Basler 

Krista Mansholt 
 

Cinema 

Richelle Ernst 
 

Crafts/Science/Snacks 

Verna Gilley 

Raenae Mansholt 

Mary Reinhardt 

Lorene Uhe 

Patty Uhe 
 

Games 

Carol Amiri 

Tammy Burton 
 

Preschool Games 

Carol Amiri 

Linda Braun 

Storytelling 

Faye Brown 

Pastor John Mindrup 

Donna Yates 
 

Sound 

Christopher Uhe 
 

Spotlight VBS 

Aaron Uhe 

Christopher Uhe 
 

Set Design/ 

Construction/Set-Up 

Carol Amiri 

Pastor Jerry Amiri 

Nick Atkins-Harris 

Paige Basler 

Haley Basler 

Sydney Basler 

Emily Uhe 

Patty Uhe 

 

“Youth” Crew 

Opening/Closing 

Nick Atkins-Harris 

Haley Basler 

Sydney Basler 

Brienna Bowers 

Camie Ernst 

Taylor Ernst 

Tori Lynn 

Barbara Meguire 

Ashley Prott 

Darrin Reinhardt 

Laura Renken 

Tessa Renken 

Delaney Rigney 

Emma Schuster 
 

“Trek” 

Darrin Reinhardt 
 

VBS Volunteer 

Leon Uhe 

“Alpiners” Preschool Crew Leaders 

Gale Bolen 

Jill Gorenz 

Heather Henkhaus 

Janice Korsmeyer 

Karen Straube 

Emily Uhe 
 

“Fujis” K/1st Crew Leaders 

Kristin Payne 

Katie Quade 

Lisa Schuetz 
 

“Matterhorns” 2nd/3rd Crew Leaders 

Jennifer Henschen 

Dawn Reinhardt 

Jill Verson 
 

“Kilimanjaros” 4th/5th Crew Leaders 

Jessie Ketcham 

Krista Mansholt 

Donita Prott



 

Salem Seekers Salem Seekers Salem Seekers Salem Seekers     
 

 
 
 

Summer Sunday School will be every Sunday from June 21 to August 23 for all children from 3 years old 
through 6th grade.  We will all worship together at church starting at 9:00 a.m. and stay through the Children’s 
Time.  Then children who would like to go to Summer Sunday School will be dismissed to go to the Salem 
Parish Hall.  We will have games, crafts, drama, and science to celebrate the Ten Commandments and what 
they mean to us in 2015!  Here is the really good part—we will have doughnuts every Sunday!  Come worship, 
learn, and have fun!  We are planning carefully to have different activities for younger children and older 
children, so please come and give it a try!  Questions or want to help?  Contact Faye Brown, Heather 
Luitjohan, or Donna Yates. 
 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
    

From The Men’s Fellowship & Women’s GuildFrom The Men’s Fellowship & Women’s GuildFrom The Men’s Fellowship & Women’s GuildFrom The Men’s Fellowship & Women’s Guild    
 

 
Next Meeting of the Men’s Fellowship & Women’s Guild: 

 

There will be no meeting in July. 
 

 

July Golden Agers Are: 
 

Velma Henkhaus on July 11, Betty Volz on July 13, Bob Henschen on July 14,  
Don Gehrig on July 23, & Eleanor Hamann on July 24  

  

******************************************************************************************************************* 
    

Free Sack LunchFree Sack LunchFree Sack LunchFree Sack Lunch    
 

The Alhambra-Hamel Ministerial Alliance in association with the Reading Wagon will 
offer free sack lunches. The lunch will consist of a peanut butter & jelly sandwich or 
bologna & cheese sandwich, chips, cookies, a piece of fruit, and bottled water.   
 

� Where:      Alhambra Township Center by the Reading Wagon 
� When:       Mondays (July 6 – August 10) 
� Time:        11:00 a.m. – Noon (or until we run out of lunches) 
� Cost:         FREE 

 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
    

Region 5 Hitz Memorial Home WorkdayRegion 5 Hitz Memorial Home WorkdayRegion 5 Hitz Memorial Home WorkdayRegion 5 Hitz Memorial Home Workday    

  
On Saturday, July 25, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., there will be a Region 5 Workday at Hitz Memorial Home.  
Everyone is encouraged to come and help.  No matter your areas of expertise or age, we will find a job for you.  
This workday gives an opportunity for churches to rally for a mission project, Confirmation service projects, 
Sunday School, etc.  You are encouraged to bring work gloves and/or gardening tools.  Please bring a sack 
lunch and a dessert to share.  We hope everyone can come and help Hitz Memorial Home. 

 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
    

Thank You NotesThank You NotesThank You NotesThank You Notes    Received:Received:Received:Received:        
 

 

 

    

*****************************************************    
 

Dear Pastor Jerry & Salem UCC, 
 

Thank you for the scholarship.  It will be a big help 
in paying for my school. 
 

Sincerely, 
Darrin Reinhardt 
 

*****************************************************  
 

Our family is grateful for all the prayers, cards, and 
expressions of kindness that we have received 
throughout Ken's illness and passage from this 
life.  The goodness we have received is a blessing 
to our family.  Thank you, and God bless you.     

 

The Family of Ken Mindrup 
 

***************************************************** 

***************************************************** 
 

Dear Salem UCC & Scholarship Committee, 
 

Thank you so much for the scholarship.  I was very 
appreciative and happy to be selected as one of the 
four recipients to receive this scholarship.  I would 
like to thank you for your financial support towards 
my college education. 
 

Thanks again! 
Addison Korsmeyer 
 

***************************************************** 
 

Thank you to Pastor Jerry for your visits to me 
while I was in the hospital.  Also, thanks to all who 
sent cards to me in the hospital and at home.   
 

Les Gentry 
 

***************************************************** 



Worship Ministry ScheduleWorship Ministry ScheduleWorship Ministry ScheduleWorship Ministry Schedule    

    
    

Please Note:Please Note:Please Note:Please Note:    
 

� There will be no acolytes or nursery attendants scheduled for the summer (June – August). 
 

� There will be no Praise Worship during the summer (June – August). 
 
    
    
    
    
    

Worship ScheduleWorship ScheduleWorship ScheduleWorship Schedule    
 

 
 

Date 
 

Scripture Readings Sermon Title Pastor 

July 5 – 9 a.m. 
Worship with Communion  

2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 
Mark 6:1-13 

Sent Rev. Jerry Amiri 

July 12 – 9 a.m. 
Worship 

2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 
Mark 6:14-29 

The Tale of Two Dances Rev. Jerry Amiri 

July 19 – 9 a.m. 
Worship 

2 Samuel 7:1-14a 
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

Every Step You Take… Rev. Jerry Amiri 

July 26 – 9 a.m. 
Worship 

Psalm 145:10-18 
John 6:1-21 

  Rev. Christy Eckert 
 

 

 

 

 

    

Communion Schedule for Hitz HomeCommunion Schedule for Hitz HomeCommunion Schedule for Hitz HomeCommunion Schedule for Hitz Home    
 

July 5 – 9 a.m. 
 

 

Marilyn Eyman 

    
    

 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
    

Salem Confirmation HomecomingSalem Confirmation HomecomingSalem Confirmation HomecomingSalem Confirmation Homecoming    
 

Mark your calendars for Salem’s 3rd Annual Confirmation Homecoming on Sunday, August 2, 2015. 
 

Special attention will be given to the following Confirmation classes: 
1945, 1955, 1965 (50th Anniversary), 1975, 1985, 1995, 2005, & 2015 

 

This special worship service will be at 9:00 a.m. and a brunch & fellowship will follow. 
This is special event for all Salem Confirmands  

and will be a special way to get reconnected with Salem. 
 

Please plan to join us on this special day! 
 

~ Evangelism/Worship Committee & Historical Committee 
 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
    

New Musical Opportunity!New Musical Opportunity!New Musical Opportunity!New Musical Opportunity!    
    

We would like to start a new children's choir this fall.  There will be 
singing as well as playing our boom whackers.  If you have children 
in grades kindergarten through 8th grade who are interested in 
joining our children’s choir, please see Dawn Reinhardt.  We would 
like to find a practice time that will be convenient for most families. 

 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
 

    

Joye Brase, a former member of Salem, rejoined the church on Sunday, June 7. 
Please welcome Joye and her kids, Kody Ouart and Grace Ouart. 

 
******************************************************************************************************************* 

  Date       Acolytes      Greeter(s)  Liturgist   Recorder                     Ushers 

   July 5 
   (9am) 

 

     __________ 
    Larry & Lorna 
         McGee 
 

     Carol 
  Reckman 

     Patti 
 Reckmann 

                 Ken Gehrig 
    Lewis & Lorene Knackstedt 
       Steve Stille / Ken Suhre 

  July 12 
   (9am) 

 

     __________ 
      Elinor Stille      Laura 

    Muench 
       Ron 
   Mindrup 

 Gale Bolen / Richelle Braundmeier 
   Cindy Henschen / Susi Miller 
               Kathy Porter 

  July 19 
   (9am) 

 

     __________ 
 Shirley Collmann   Patty Uhe        Ron 

   Mindrup 
        Larry & Lorna McGee 
      Alice Stille / Jeff Warnke 

  July 26 
   (9am) 

 

     __________ 
     Wilma Blom      Doris 

    Driscoll 
    Larry  
   McGee 

        Bill & Carol Reckman 
  Laura Renken / Tessa Renken 
      Dave & Ronna Renken 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    JuJuJuJulylylyly    BBBBirthdaysirthdaysirthdaysirthdays    
      

 

 

July 1 
Nathan Reding 

Nathaniel Collmann 
 

July 2 
Linda Abert 

Bryan Becker 
Lisa Schuetz 

Kayla Washburn 
Taylor Jarvis 

 

July 3 
Mike Ahlmeyer 

Julia Hobbs 
Drew Galbiati 

 

July 4 
Kevin Donohoo 

 

July 6 
Don Riepshoff 
Bobby Frank 

Melinda Diesselhorst 
Kenny Randle 

 

 

July 7 
Jeff Nihiser 

 

July 10 
Doris Greear 

Alyssa Diesselhorst 
 

July 11 
Velma Henkhaus 

Ruth Hosto 
Carol Reckman 
Cory Mortensen 

Dustin Riechmann 
 

July 12 
Jeff Meier 

Kelsey Snider 
 

July 13 
Betty Volz 

 

July 14 
Bob Henschen 
Keri Henschen 

Sheridan Mettler 
Eloise Esmon 

 

 
July 15 

Freddie Riepshoff 
Patricia Davis 
Jimmy Mills 

Caylee Mortensen 
 

July 16 
Jennifer Follwell 
Mark Korsmeyer 
Joshua Rinderer 

 

July 17 
Nick Atkins-Harris 

 

July 19 
Barry Harris 

Megan Mollet 
Michaela Tillerson 

 

July 20 
Alyssa Reiman 
Jaden Jarvis 

 

 

July 21 
Richard Sander 

Melanie Tillerson 
Nicole Suhre 

Emma Luitjohan 
 

July 22 
Kandy Buzick 
Briley Mollet 

 

July 23 
Don Gehrig 

Jordan Braundmeier 
 

July 24 
Eleanor Hamann 

Larry McGee 
Steve Sander 

Kurt Geschwend 
Jessie Ketcham 
Zachary Stout 

 

July 25 
Terri Templeman 

Danika Dale 
 
 

 

 

July 26 
Becky Debatin 
Susan Stumpf 

Brandon Parker 
Cole Wendler 

Teyton Henkhaus 
 

July 27 
Jordan Briggs 

 

July 28 
Ashley Prott 

Amaya Tillerson 
 

July 29 
Jackie Parker 

Will Bolen 
 

July 30 
Lewis Knackstedt 

Ted Mettler 
 

July 31 
Betty Imboden 
Chris Schmidt 

Amanda Korsmeyer 

    

PPPPrayer rayer rayer rayer LLLListististist    
 
 

Cancer Concerns: 
 

Wayne Gentry / Sam Merkel / Eleanor Hamann 
 

Health Concerns: 
 

 Connie Abert (Niece-in-Law of Fern Scheller)  

Quintin Byrne (Cousin of Lisa Reinhardt)  
Vickie Conrad / Diana Donohoo 
Jack Frandsen / Lester Gentry 

Thomas Kinnett / Marie Mindrup 
Fred Monk (Son-in-Law of Bob Mindrup)  

Melvin Roberts 
 

Alhambra Care Center: 
 

Velma Henkhaus 
 

Eden Village: 
 

Hilbert & Verna Klenke 
Lawrence Ramach 

 

Faith Countryside Homes/Apartments: 
 

Dorothy Knabel 
 

Four Fountains: 
 

Carol Ruehrup 
 

Highland Home: 
 

Anita Suhre 
 

Hitz Memorial Home: 
 

Orlean Hosto / Electa Leitch / Herb Schmidt 
 

Legacy Place: 
 

Al & Betty Volz 
 

Our Servicemen & Servicewomen: 
 

Lt. Col. Derek Bright / Thomas Eyman 
Airman Dustin Garner / Jason Schlechte 

Kenny Randle / Jared Thiems / Kyle Thornton  
 

JJJJuuuulylylyly    AAAAnniversariesnniversariesnniversariesnniversaries    
      

07/01/1988 Steve & Patti Reckmann 

07/02/1976 Ron & Cindy Price 

07/02/2005 Matthew & Michelle Fitterer 

07/04/1964 Larry & Sharon Kaufman 

07/06/2013 Jason & Mindy Suhre 

07/11/1975 Dan & Mary Reinhardt 

07/11/2009 Clint & Jenna Conrad 

07/12/1959 Lewis & Lorene Knackstedt 

07/13/1974 Bud & Verna Gilley 

07/13/2013 Russ & Amanda Reinhardt 

07/14/2001 Kevin & Kim Brink 

07/15/1969 Don & Freddie Riepshoff 

07/15/2006 Joe & Sarah Bolyard 

07/18/1987 Brian & Debra Suhre 

07/20/1991  Eugene & Becky Froman 

07/20/1997 Joe & Gail Stevenson 

07/20/2002 Cory & Dennie Mortensen 

07/23/2009 Dennis & Amy Reckmann 

07/27/2002 Ryan & Aimee Goodwin 

07/29/1989 Gary & Cindy Henschen 

07/29/2001 Michael & Jennifer Follwell 

07/31/1993 Greg & Paige Basler 

 
  

Our Sympathies to the Families of:Our Sympathies to the Families of:Our Sympathies to the Families of:Our Sympathies to the Families of:    
 

Kenneth Mindrup 
(Son of Bob Mindrup and  

Brother of Pastor John Mindrup & Dale Mindrup)  
Who died on May 23, 2015. 

  

Elfreda Kraner  
(Sister of Wilma Blom) 

Who died on May 30, 2015. 
  



JJJJuuuulylylyly    CCCCalendaralendaralendaralendar    
   

  

 Thursday        July 2     No BOCE Meeting 

Sunday        July 5             9:00am Worship with Communion 

       Salem Seekers (Sunday School) 

                  Food Collection for the Local Food Pantries 

                       Fellowship Hour after Worship 

       No Exhale 

Monday        July 6             9:30am  Monday Morning Reflections at Maedge’s 

                            7:00pm Property Committee Meeting 

Tuesday        July 7  6:30pm Evangelism/Worship Committee Meeting 

Thursday        July 9             7:00pm Church Council Meeting 

Sat.-Sat.        July 11-18   Exhale High School Mission Trip to New Orleans 

Sunday        July 12  9:00am Worship   

       Salem Seekers (Sunday School) 

                      Fellowship Hour after Worship 

       No Exhale 

Monday        July 13             9:30am Monday Morning Reflections at Maedge’s 

Tuesday        July 14  1:00pm Senior Citizens 

Thursday        July 16     No Guild & Brotherhood Meeting 

Friday         July 17  9:00am August Messenger Articles Due 

Saturday        July 18     7:30-9:30am AHMA Flapjack Breakfast at Hamel Immanuel UCC  

Sunday         July 19  9:00am Worship   

       Salem Seekers (Sunday School) 

                      Fellowship Hour after Worship 

        No Exhale 

Monday        July 20             9:30am Monday Morning Reflections at Maedge’s 

Tuesday        July 21  1:00pm Exhale Summer Movie  

Saturday        July 25     9:00-2:00pm Region 5 Hitz Memorial Home Workday 

Sunday        July 26  9:00am Worship   

       Salem Seekers (Sunday School) 

                      Fellowship Hour after Worship 

        2:00-3:30pm Exhale 

Monday        July 27             9:30am Monday Morning Reflections at Maedge’s 

Tuesday        July 28  1:00pm Exhale Summer Movie 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pastor/Parish/Personnel Relations Committee 
 

The Pastor/Parish/Personnel Relations Committee (PPPRC) is always ready to 
hear ideas and suggestions.  2015 PPPRC members are: Dennis Conrad, Krista 
Mansholt, Kathy Porter, Ken Suhre, Linda Uhe, and Lisa Uhe. 

 

The Salem Wire 
 

There is a lot that happens from Sunday to Sunday—deaths, births, weddings, 
etc.  Wouldn’t it be nice to know these things sooner than later?  The Salem Wire 
is an email message delivery system where you would receive notice of events 
and happenings in the church.  To sign up for the Salem Wire, please email the 
church office at salemuccalh@gmail.com. 

 

The Salem E-Messenger 
 

Would you rather receive The Messenger by email?  The Salem E-Messenger is 
a delivery system where you would receive The Messenger and all committee 
meeting minutes by email instead of regular mail.  To sign up for the Salem E-
Messenger, please email the church office at salemuccalh@gmail.com. 

    

    

2015 SALEM CHURCH COUNCIL: 
 

President Bobby Frank 

Vice-President Gary Boda 

Secretary Donita Prott 

Treasurer Scott Demkey 

Financial Secretary Dawn Reagan 

Dagmar Annable 

Shirley Gall 

Ron Mindrup 

Ronna Renken 

Steve Stille 

Tim Stille 

Christopher Uhe 

    

 
 

If you are sad or struggling inside, do not suffer alone.  Ask for help.  We 
have a team of Stephen Ministers who are ready to listen, care, encourage, 
pray, and help you through a tough time. (It is confidential too!)  Find out 
more about Stephen Ministry by talking with one of our Stephen Leaders 
listed below.  Our Stephen Ministers are there to care!  

 

Rev. Jerry Amiri: (O) 618-488-3215 / (C) 636-328-3332 

Pastor John Mindrup: (C) 618-409-3941/ Betty Imboden: (C) 618-973-0572 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Salem United Church of Christ                 
1117 West North Street  
Alhambra, Illinois 62001 
Phone: 618-488-3215 
Fax: 618-488-3212 

 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  
 
Rev. Jerry Amiri, Senior Pastor 
Pastor John Mindrup, Assistant Pastor 
Rev. Arnold A. Bizer, Pastor Emeritus 
Nick Atkins-Harris, Youth Director 
Jennifer Henschen, Office Coordinator 
Dawn Reinhardt, Music Director 
Patti Reckmann, Custodian 
 

TTTTHEHEHEHE    MMMMESSENGERESSENGERESSENGERESSENGER    
~ A Communication Ministry of Salem United Church of Christ ~ 

 

Church’s Email: salemuccalh@gmail.com 
Pastor’s Email:  jerryamiri@hotmail.com 

Web Address: www.salemuccalh.org 
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Pastor Jerry’s Office Hours: 
 

Tuesday – Thursday:  8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.   
(Available for Walk-Ins and Appointments) 

 

Youth Director’s Office Hours: 
 

Tuesday – Thursday: 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

Office Coordinator’s Office Hours: 
 

Tuesday – Thursday:  9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
Friday:  9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  

 

Custodian’s Hours: 
 

Sunday:  7:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  
Monday, Tuesday, Friday:  8:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 

Wednesday: 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
  

    

    

Would You Like Would You Like Would You Like Would You Like     
Home Communion or a Visit Home Communion or a Visit Home Communion or a Visit Home Communion or a Visit     

From Pastor Jerry?From Pastor Jerry?From Pastor Jerry?From Pastor Jerry?    
    
 

If you would like or know of someone who would like  
home communion or a visit from Pastor Jerry  

in your home for conversation and prayer, 
please contact him to schedule a time. 

 
Church – 618-488-3215 / Cell – 636-328-3332  

Email – jerryamiri@hotmail.com 
  


